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1.0 Town Mayor’s Report               

 

By now those of you who have not fallen asleep will have some idea of the range of activities we 

cover in our day to day work as your councillors. The grounds committee are responsible for all 

the towns amenity lands ie the parks, play areas and open spaces not covered by EHDC.  

 

We have moved into a whole new era of grounds maintenance. With Dugg in the lead we are 

able to offer a more personal service and work on a more realistic budget. We are looking to 

expand our services and bring more work in house. In a short time we hope to complete the play 

areas in Borough Road and Woods Meadow.  

 

The public halls are managed by our halls committee and we are grateful for the work done in 

the Festival Hall by Jon Tucker and his crew. We have an on going programme to improve 

facilities for all our hirers and are aware that we have to keep the cost of hire as low as possible 

but we do have an obligation to our rate payers to let the running cost be covered as far as 

possible by hire charges.  

 

Another exciting change that we have seen this year has been the successful acceptance by voters 

of the Neighbourhood Plan. The hard work put in by so many now means that we have a way of 

monitoring  just how many new houses can be built around the town. The way forward now is 

that we have now added the Town Development Committee to our list. John Palmer has proved 

to be an excellent chairman with the sound knowledge of planning law and as one of the main 

driving forces behind the neighbourhood plan we look for a positive input into new development.  

I have been involved in meetings with East Hampshire District Council over the future of the 

trees in the square, there is a long way to go before a decision is made on their future but we 

have an input into what happens and we will try to ensure that the aims and policies of the 

Neighbourhood Plan are respected as part of that process.  

 

On Friday the 27
th

 May it will be the centenary of the day that our only VC Commander Loftus – 

Jones was awarded his posthumous medal. There will be an unveiling of the stone in his memory 

in the square at 11am. We hope as many people as possible will attend.  

 

For myself  this has been an interesting year. Working full time and being Mayor has at times 

effected the amount of sleep I get, it has been a privilege to represent this beautiful town and 

meet so many people from all walks of life.  

 

Cllr Mrs Lesley Farrow 

 

2.0 Finance & General Purposes Committee Chairman’s Report 

 

The role of the Councils Finance and General Purposes Committee is to ensure that the Council 

and its staff comply with all the rules and regulations governing council finances laid down by 

the various Local Government Rules and Regulations.  The committee also keeps a careful 

oversight on Town Council financial transactions and procedures as laid down in the council s 

Financial Regulations. 
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In the past year a very careful watch has been kept on the councils financial investments thereby 

trying to obtain the best return but at the same time and safe investments.  All council financial 

actions are reviewed and checked by an independent auditor who from time to time may draw 

our attention to national procedural changes and procedures adopted by other local councils. 

The F&GP Committee have made great effort to review the need and cost of all long term 

maintenance, improvements and additions planned for the Councils property thereby attempting 

to ensure that the Town Council has sufficient funding to carry out current and future work 

thereby ensuring the long term availability and condition of all facilities available for the use and 

enjoyment of the people of Petersfield. 

Probably the hardest role undertaken by the F&GP Committee is that of preparing the “next 

year” budget, which once approved by the full council will set the level of the rates for the 

people of Petersfield will have to pay in the future year.  This task requires the committee to 

review and value all the proposals made by all the Councils Committees, whittling down those 

lists to items that are essential to the upkeep of all property and open spaces and give the best 

value cost wise.  From these deliberations instructions are given to the Town Clerk to prepare a 

draft budget for full council approval or amendment. 

Cllr George Watkinson 

 

2.1 Summary of Town Council Accounts year ending 31
st
 March 2016     

 

The information required for publication as a statement of the Council’s accounts is as follows: 

        31 March 15      31 March 16 

                 £                £        

1 Balances brought forward         705,017  704,186 

2 Annual Precept (+)         524,616  535,043 

3 Total other receipts (+)         320,975  328,025 

4 Staff costs (-)             199,910  251,929 

5 Loan interest or capital payments (-)   nil  nil 

6 Total other payments (-)        646,412  415,863 

7 Balances carried forward                   704,186  899,462 

8 Total cash           745,799  904,496 

9 Total fixed assets                 6,418,589          6,451,353 

10 Total borrowings      nil  nil 

 

The above figures are subject to Audit at this time. 

 

More detail within these figures can be outlined as follows: 

        31 March 16 

Precept            535,043 

Local Council Tax Support Grant           35,124 

Interest and investment income           17,065 

Property rentals and service charge income          87,471 

Public Halls letting income          117,951 

Net Capital Receipts            15, 000 
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Donations from controlled charities           51,103 

Sundry income               4,310 

Total Income            863,068 
 

General Administration           200,414 

Grants and support for community organizations           30,725 

Capital Expenditure              26,804 

Grounds Operational Expenditure            166,902 

Public Halls Operational Expenditure         207,885 

Christmas Lights              15,804 

Neighbourhood Plan                6,018 

Other expenditure                3,241 

Local Authorities Property Fund Investment           10,000 

Total Expenditure            667,793 

 

Figures for The Heath Charity are as follows: 

Rents Receivable             44,521 

Grant of leisure licenses on the Heath Pond            5,582 

Sundry Income           0 

Other Grants and donations                     0        

Total Income              50,103 

 

Grant to Petersfield Town Council            50,103 

Total Expenditure             50,103 

 

All grounds maintenance and other costs associated with maintaining The Heath are incurred by 

the Town Council under its powers to maintain public open space and included within its 

accounts.  The Accounts for The Heath Charity are submitted to the Charity Commission 

annually and have been independently examined. 

 

3.0 Grounds Committee Report 

 

The last civic year for Grounds has been dominated by two main factors.  The first is an 

exceptionally high workload with many detailed and complex issues. For those members of the 

public who have attended our Grounds Committee Meetings you will already be aware that 

agendas and been lengthy. 

 

Perhaps more important and building on work done by the previous Committee, PTC took the 

plunge and took some of the hitherto contract work ‘in house’.  We were fortunate to recruit 

Dugg Budd as our Senior Groundsman.  Dugg came to PTC with a wealth of experience having 

run his own grounds maintenance  business and thus we not only have an experienced 

groundsman on site, we also have a manager.  His planning and strategic approach has been 

superb and he has made many contacts around the Town and also with a number of specialist 

volunteer advisers and experts. This initiative has produced not only significant financial savings 

but also the ability to control and prioritise our work. Indeed they can respond to issues far more 

quickly especially those minor irritants reported by residents.  For instance there have been a 

number of the smaller tasks which should normally be referred to EHDC or HCC which have 
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been carried out by PTC – simply to get the job done. This is borne out by many members of the 

public giving us positive feedback.  The savings made have allowed PTC to complete more tasks 

than planned at the beginning of the year, such as the slipway on the Heath. Not only that but we 

are looking at hiring out our team to areas around Petersfield.   We are already in consultation 

with Sheet to do some of their routine work. 

Major plans for the future include getting the Heath and Lake Management Plan off the ground. 

A great deal of work behind the scenes has been ongoing for some years with plans for 

protecting the Lake from erosion.   This is likely to cost in the region of three quarters of a 

million pounds and thus it may take some time to get the finance.  In this event we will be trying 

to carry out the restorative work in phases. 

 

Another major initiative is to kick off the long awaited plan to turn Penns ‘B’ into sports fields.  

Councillors are working on this but it probably means re-designing the layout of Penns sports 

fields as a whole.  We are grateful to The Petersfield Rugby Club for their input and advice as 

well as Petersfield Town Juniors Football Club.   

A year on a committee of Petersfield Town Council cannot pass by without comment and 

gratitude for all those volunteers who work in varying roles.  In respect of Grounds we applaud 

all sporting volunteers who get people out playing sports.  The Friends of Petersfield Heath 

receive our special mention for the work they do on the Heath and as advisers to PTC.  As does 

The Rotherlands Conservation Group who have looked after that area for some time.  Sadly they 

can continue no longer as there is a shortage of younger volunteers coming forward so this will 
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be another task for PTC but in this instance in partnership with EHDC.  We hope to retain 

volunteer advisers in specialist areas to work with us. 

I wish to formally thank colleagues on this busy committee for their work and extend my 

personal thanks to the grounds staff and council officers for their endeavours in keeping up with 

the busy and fast moving schedule. 

Finally time for our townsfolk to get involved: Petersfield in Bloom is scheduled once again this 

year with judging day on Thursday 14
th

 July 2016.   Entries have become less and less over the 

years and it would not be an understatement to suggest that there are many gardens perhaps more 

worthy of winning but have not entered.  Details are available from the Council Offices. 

 Cllr James Deane  

 

4.0 Public Halls Committee Report 

 

Festival Hall  

This year the Festival Hall has been completely re-decorated and new drapes have been 

purchased for the stage which will be going up very soon. Additional lighting bars have been 

approved and new safety rails have been installed in conjunction with the Petersfield Music 

Festival who kindly covered half of the cost. We have realised now that the extension to the 

Festival Hall which was built some 35 years ago will have to be re-done. This is the area to the 

back of the hall and includes the current meeting room, kitchen and lavatories. The building and 

roof are in a very poor condition, as is the external cladding. There are also various services 

beneath the ground that don’t comply to modern building specifications and are in a poor state.  

We continue to look at solutions for the water ingress at the front of the Town Hall and hope to 

start work on the roof. The coping stones at the front are being re-done and felt is being extended 

over the wall cavity to give an additional waterproof membrane.  
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Avenue Pavilion  

Solar panels have been fitted to the roof of the Avenue Pavilion and we have registered now for 

the feed in tariff. Inside the hob has been replaced by an electric one and a new boiler has 

been.fitted to replace the worn out old one. Outside work done has included levelling the slabs 

and tidying the garden area. Unfortunately there has been some vandalism to the windows in 

recent months, the police are aware and are increasing their patrols to this area 

 

Love Lane Pavilion  

The Pavilion suffered storm damage due to hurricane Kate and we are awaiting the go ahead 

from the insurance company to rectify the damage.  

 

Cllr Mrs Hilary Ayer 

 

5.0 List of Councillors and contact details 

 

Town Mayor:       Mrs Lesley Farrow 

42a Durford Road, Petersfield 

Tel: 261350  lesley.am.farrow@gmail.com 

 

Deputy Town Mayor:     James Deane 

2 Hoggarth Close, Petersfield 

Tel: 269072  deane2hogg@ntlworld.com 

  

Finance & General Purposes Committee Chairman: George Watkinson 

102 The Causeway, Petersfield 

Tel: 266801    

 

Town Development Committee:    John Palmer 

2 Osborne Road, Petersfield 

Tel: 750115  john@johnpalmer.me.uk 

 

Grounds Committee Chairman     James Deane  
2 Hoggarth Close, Petersfield 

Tel: 269072  deane2hogg@ntlworld.com 

 

Public Halls Committee Chairman:   Mrs Hilary Ayer 

17 Kimbers, Petersfield 

Tel: 266571  hilary_ayer@me.com 

 

Planning Committee Chairman:    Ms Mary Vincent 

40 Durford Road, Petersfield 

Tel: 266952  marykvincent@ntlworld.com 

 

Mrs Verlaine Morgans 

3 The Mews, Madeline Road, Petersfield 

Tel: 301160   

 

 

mailto:lesley.am.farrow@gmail.com
mailto:deane2hogg@ntlworld.com
mailto:john@johnpalmer.me.uk
mailto:deane2hogg@ntlworld.com
mailto:hilary%1F_ayer@me.com
mailto:marykvincent@ntlworld.com
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Nick Orr 

25 Noreuil Road, Petersfield 

Tel: 27860 152311  nicko22@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Jamie Matthews 

Hedgerows, Winchester Road, Petersfield 

Tel: 233324  jamie.matthews@thedigitalnetwork.org 

 

Phill Humphries 

34 Beckless Avenue, Clanfield,  

Tel: 07832 826182  pghumphries@gmail.com 

 

Paul Strawbridge 

64 Heath Road, Petersfield 

Tel: 302878  paul@strawbridge.ws 

 

6.0 List of officers plus staff and contact details 

 

Town Clerk:     Neil Hitch   

clerk@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 

Office & Committee Manager:  Steve Field 

      committee@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 

Finance Officer:    Michelle Snow   

finance@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 

Administration Officer:   Sophie Davis   

admin@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 

Receptionist:     Ginnie Rutter   

reception@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 

Festival Hall Manager:   Jon Tucker   

festival@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 

Festival Hall Managers Assistant:  Geoff Culbertson   

AsstFH@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 

Avenue Pavilion Caretaker:   Peter Grienke 

Senior Groundsman:   Dugg Budd 

      grounds@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 

Groundsman:    Allister Wood 

 

Petersfield Town Council 

The Town Hall 

Heath Road 

Petersfield 

Hampshire 

GU31 4EA 

 

Tel: 01730 264182 

Fax: 01730 231164 

www.petersfield-tc.gov.uk 
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