
‘Gizza break Guv’ was
probably my reaction
when reminded by
our excellent Council
Staff to draft some
notes for this edition
of the Petersfield
News.  As I write, the
suntan lotion is still
sitting beside me in
readiness for the next
sunny outing and
now I need to write
about Winter and
Christmas.  However it does give me a good opportunity to
reflect and summarise on the first six months wearing the
Civic Chains of Office.

To mention all would simply be a long list but there have
been some notable achievements Council wise.  I thank my
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Colleagues and Staff for their
robust support.  You tend to only get one go in Office so it’s
a permanent learning curve from start to end. Without such
support – well it doesn’t bear thinking about to be honest.
I cannot thank them all enough.

We have seen considerable activity with much Council work
undertaken during this period with notable projects such as
upgrading the Millenium Path around the Heath, installing
some improvements in the Avenue Tennis Courts and
making headway on the management of the Heath and
Pond as well as early but unseen progressive work on the
‘Sports Hub’ as aspired to in The Neighbourhood Plan. Our
Office, Halls and grounds teams cannot complain of not
being busy! We have also managed to install some
improvements on our website.  Check it out at
http://www.petersfield-tc.gov.uk/ 

No Newsletter is complete without repeating what so many
Mayors have said in the past and that is our volunteer
organisations and individuals, all of whom have Petersfield
and People at their hearts.  We owe all of them our sincere
appreciation and admiration for the work they do.  Many
are unsung individuals especially in the charitable sector.  I
have seen them at work, many have not and so you must
take my word for it that they are seriously good people who
rarely seek reward.

A very much added bonus were invitations to various
businesses in our business community and this to me said it
all about enterprise, innovation and vibrancy as well as
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supporting many activities in the Community.  There is
undoubtedly much more going on in Petersfield than most
of us realise. I could take up the entire space in this
Newsletter to fully demonstrate how impressed I have
been.

I must not sign off until I have given due acknowledgement
to the Editor of The Petersfield Post for allowing me 600
words a month to keep readers up to date from the
Council’s point of view. Again the Post has been a great
supporter of many activities both for the Council and also
for individual charities. 

Talking of Christmas leads me to make first mention of one
of my chosen charities and welcome any support.  The
Salvation Army in Petersfield, has, for many years
supported families through the year, and more specifically
at Christmas time.  In the run up to Christmas, the Salvation
Army works closely with various local organisations and
agencies to meet the needs of families, and specifically
children, to provide Christmas Presents for those who
would otherwise go without.  In the New Year I will be
hosting a charitable Mayor’s Quiz which will also be
supporting the Petersfield Dementia Friendly Project. 

So perhaps a little early but It is shortly that time of year
again when friends and family think about the Christmases
of the past and plan for the coming holiday with their loved
ones in mind. As we reflect on this wonderful holiday, we
must keep in mind that Christmas is not just any holiday but
may be the most important one of the year for some
people. It is a time for remembering, a time to share the
goodness of your heart with others, and for expressing with
words and gifts what someone means to you. It is a chance
to make wishes come true and to give something from your
heart. It is a chance to give a message that will express love
and caring to the ones we care about the most. As you write
your messages, take the time to make a Christmas wish for
each and every person on your list. I wish each and every
one of you a most joyous Christmas.  

Q Petersfield Town Council  - a Quality Town Council

A Message from the
Town Mayor

Along with this please accept my very 
best wishes and success for the New Year. 

“STOP PRESS”
Petersfield switching on of the lights will be taking place 

on 25th November, and the Council are delighted 
to announce that The Directory Group will be sponsoring 

the event with us.



As you read this
article, we should
have introduced
the Lawn Tennis
Association (LTA)
booking system to
play tennis at the Avenue.  This ensures a number of things:

1. You are able to book the time that suits you best, 
knowing that your court will be available to you when 
you arrive

2. That only people who book the courts can play on 
them

3. That we gain knowledge of how well this facility 
is used

Information regarding how to book your court is displayed
at the tennis courts and on our website www.petersfield-
tc.gov.uk.  We also have information available at the Town
Hall, and in the library, and if you are not able to book
on-line, we will be happy to receive your call and take your
booking.  Just call us on 01730 264182 and book a court.
Our office is open from 9-5 pm Monday to Friday. 

The consultation period for charging closed on 30th
September, and we have had a mixed reception to the idea
of charging for the courts.  This is now being considered by
the council, and an announcement will be made shortly as
to whether charges will be introduced, and if so, when this
will commence and the tariff of charges.

The New Savoy Cinema has had a
successful year so far and ends
2016 with the following two
months of great films:

Tuesday 29th November, 2.30pm
GOLDEN YEARS (12A)

A comedy drama about an
elderly couple who decide 
to deal with their pension
shortfall by turning to a life
of crime. Starring Bernard Hill, Virginia McKenna, Simon
Callow, Una Stubbs, Alun Armstrong and Phil Davis.

Tuesday 29th November, 7.30pm
MONEY MONSTER (15)

A US thriller in which a TV
celebrity, who offers stock
market advice on his 
financial television show, is
held hostage by a disgruntled investor.  
Starring George Clooney and Julia Roberts.

Tuesday 20th December, 2.30pm
BFG (PG)

Our family film based on 
the book by Roald Dahl, a
fantasy adventure in which 
a young orphaned girl is 
carried away to a magical land by a big friendly giant.
Starring Mark Rylance. 
Children are invited to dress up as any character from
Roald Dahl’s books. A goody bag will be provided to all
children under 12 years old.

Tuesday 20th December, 7.30pm
ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS
– THE MOVIE (15)

A comedy based on the 
popular television sitcom. 
A PR agent, suspected of killing a celebrity fashion model,
and her magazine editor friend go on the run on the
French Riviera. Starring Joanna Lumley and Jennifer
Saunders. 
As a seasonal treat, mince pies will be served at this 
performance.

Tickets are £5 and available from The Town Hall, One Tree
Books and online at ww.ticketsource.co.uk/thefestivalhall
We thank our customers for supporting the cinema 
this year and hope to see you all again soon for the 
above shows.

Avenue TennisThe New 
Savoy Cinema

New Savoy Cinema film goers
were treated to an audience
with the ‘Honourable Rebel’
film director Michael Fraser,
who introduced the film, and
answered questions about the
film at the end, assisted by the Town Mayor James Deane.  

The ‘Honourable Rebel’ film is based on the eventful life
and times of the right honourable Elizabeth Montagu -
whose family home, Beaulieu Palace House, will be known
to many a car enthusiast. Elizabeth A highly intelligent,
multi-lingual and frequently controversial aristocrat, she
engaged in same-sex and heterosexual relationships, and
acted as a spy during World War II.  She also shunned
debutante balls to train as a mechanic, appeared on the
West End stage, and worked on the crew of The Third
Man, amongst many other exploits.

The Honourable Rebel’s Film Director, 
Mike Fraser Visits the New Savoy Cinema



Construction Club
Lego group for children. Suitable for
all ages. Monthly on the 4th Saturday
of every month, drop in between 1pm
& 4pm.       Free 

Chatterbooks
We meet on a Wednesday every
month.  4.15pm
Book group for children. Are you 8-11
years old? (or are you a parent/carer
of children in this age group?) Do you
like reading and stories? Come and
join us and chat about books, read
and write reviews, visit websites, 
discover new authors, learn library
skills and take part in quizzes, 
activities and crafts. It is free of 
charge and good fun.  Free

Click and Knit 
Every Monday 2pm – 4pm.Free

Poetry Group at Petersfield Library
Meets monthly on a Wednesday 
2.15pm Free
Do you enjoy reading poetry? Come
along to read and share your favourite
poems and poets in a relaxed, friendly
atmosphere at our group.   

Petersfield Reading Group
Every 4 weeks 2:00pm Free 
If you like to read a wide range of 
fiction and share your ideas in a
relaxed and friendly atmosphere, 
then come along and join our group. 

VIP Reading Group at Petersfield
Library
Meets every 4 weeks on a Monday
2:00pm Free 
Meet in a friendly and relaxed 
environment to discuss selected books
in different formats. New members
welcome - just come along or ask a
member of staff for details.
Refreshments provided.
For further information on all of the
above please contact the library on
01730 267806.

Forthcoming courses:
We have a new programme of courses
available during 2016.  Advance 
booking is essential for all courses as
places are limited. For more 
information contact the library, call
the Booking Line: 01730 267806 or go
to our website
www.hants.gov.uk/library/petersfield-
library.  Details are subject to change.

Local Family Remembers Mum and Dad In Style

Petersfield Town Council was visited by student Lisa Lechleitner from Austria as part of her
English course.  Office Manager Steve Field explained how the Town Council works and
what they provided to the community of Petersfield, before taking her to places such as the
Avenue and Heath, two significant areas of Petersfield that the Town Council look after,
and explaining how these two areas were used by the general public.

To Austria With Love

On a very hot sunny day in July, members of the Murnan family assembled on the heath to watch their memorial bench, in
memory of their Mum and Dad (Jean and John), being installed by Petersfield Town Council Staff in one of the beauty spots
around the heath pond.  Jean and John were residents in Noreuil Road, where the four daughters grew up, and the family often
made and enjoyed visits to the Heath Pond.

Left to right sitting on the bench, daughters Sally, Belinda, Judy
and Di of the late Mr & Mrs Murnan of Noreuil Road
Petersfield, remember their Mum and Dad by purchasing a
bench and having it located at a favourite part of the heath,
overlooking the pond. 

Standing behind are Great Grandchild Grace, Great Grandchild
Jasmine, Carl (boyfriend of Jasmine), Grandchild Nicky,
Grandchild Louise, Janet (Mum’s Cousin) and Great Grandchild
Joshua (standing in front of Janet).

Baby
Rhymetime &
Toddlertime
Action songs
and rhymes for babies, toddlers and
their parents/carers.    Free.

Toddlertime
(suitable for pre-school children).
Every 2 weeks on a Monday at
10.15am    

Baby Rhymetime 
(suitable for under 2s). 
Every Wednesday at 2.30pm

Saturday Storytime
Stories for under 8s.  Monthly on the
1st Saturday of every month.
10.30am - 11am.  Free

Bunny & Bear Storytime
Stories for under 8s. Monthly on the
3rd Saturday of every month 
2.30pm-3.15pm.    Free 

Petersfield Library
Oct 16 - Dec 16



Contact Details:
Visit our Web site at www.petersfield-tc.gov.uk

Town Clerk: Neil Hitch clerk@petersfield-tc.gov.uk Festival Hall enquiries festival@petersfield-tc.gov.uk
The Town Hall, Heath Road, Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 4EA    Telephone: 01730 264182 Fax: 01730 231164 

Reception and Telephone Enquiries 9am – 5pm  Monday to Friday    Bookings taken for Town/Festival Hall and Avenue Pavilion 

2nd – 5th November 
Lion and Unicorn Players Present:
The Comedy of Errors 
Tickets available from One Tree Books
or online at
www.lionandunicornplayers.co.uk 

12th November
Rowans Gift Fair - 30+ wonderfully
different stalls offering fashion,
health, home wares, jewellery, home-
made foodstuffs, children’s books,
presents, Xmas decorations, greetings
cards and beautiful crafts. all profits
will go towards improving the lives of
people living with life limiting illnesses
in the South East Hampshire area.
www.rowanshospice.co.uk

17th November 
Petersfield Orchestra - Conducted by
Mark Biggins 
• Mozart: Overture, The Magic Flute
• Beethoven: Violin Concerto in D,
with Anca Campanie
• Schumann: Symphony No. 4 in D
minor
Free pre-concert event in the Hall at
6.30pm with tonight’s conductor
introducing himself and the music.

Tickets available from Petersfield
Tourist Information office (01730
268829).

23rd – 26th November 
Petersfield Theatre Group Present:
The Witches of Eastwick.
A brilliantly funny and dark musical
comedy. Based on the cult film of the
same name, along with the famous
John Updike novel, The Witches of
Eastwick is a witty musical by John
Dempsey and Dana P. Rowe. Three
women from a conservative American
town are seduced by the devil, Daryl
Van Horne. He begins to woo the
inhabitants of Eastwick and the
women begin to let themselves go
and attract negative attention,
becoming the talk of the town.
Tickets are available online at
www.petersfieldtheatregroup.org or
from Petersfield Tourist Information 

3rd December            
Giant Christmas Charity Market,
9.30am – 3pm, over 70 stalls: - bric-a-
brac, cakes, books, old postcards,
craft, jewellery, toys, collectables,
antiques, Christmas wreaths and gifts.
Refreshments. Free admission. Raffle.
Enquiries 01730 264802.

14th–18th December
Petersfield Youth Theatre Present:
ANNIE  
Set during The Great Depression of
the 1930s, orphan Annie is forced to
live a life of misery at Miss Hannigan’s
New York City orphanage. Determined
to find her real parents, her luck

John Palmer - Bell Hill
2 Osborne Road, Petersfield GU32 2AE

750115     john@johnpalmer.me.uk
Public Halls, Planning, Town Development (Chairman) 

David Holdaway - St Mary’s
8 The Mews, Madeleine Road, Petersfield

GU31 4AX
Email:  dpholdaway@virginmedia.com
Grounds, Town Development and Planning

Lesley Farrow - Heath
42a Durford Road, Petersfield GU31 4HA

261350    lesley_farrow@hotmail.com
Grounds, Finance & General Purposes, Planning

Nick Orr - Causeway
25 Noreuil Road, Petersfield GU32 3BA
07860 152311    nicko22@tiscali.co.uk

Grounds, Planning

Jamie Matthews - Bell Hill
Hedgerows, Winchester Rd, Petersfield GU32 3BN
233324    jamie.matthews@thedigitalnetwork.org

Deputy Town Mayor, Grounds (Chairman), 
Finance & General Purposes, Planning, Town Development

James Deane - Rother 
2 Hoggarth Close, Petersfield GU31 4YY
269072     deane2hogg@ntlworld.com 

Town Mayor

Phill Humphries - Rother
34 Beckless Avenue, Clanfield PO8 0YN

07832 826182    pghumphries@gmail.com
Public Halls, Finance & General Purposes, Planning,

Town Development

Hilary Ayer - St Peter’s
17 Kimbers, Petersfield GU32 2JL
266571        hilary_ayer@me.com

Public Halls (Chairman), Finance & General Purposes,
Planning 

Mary Vincent - Heath
40 Durford Road, Petersfield GU31 4HA

266952     maryk.vincent@ntlworld.com
Grounds, Public Halls, Planning, 

Finance & General Purposes
Michael George Watkinson - Causeway
102 The Causeway, Petersfield GU31 4JS

266801
Public Halls, Finance & General Purposes (Chairman),

Planning 
Paul Strawbridge - St Peter’s

64 Heath Road, Petersfield GU31 4EJ
302878    paul@strawbridge.ws

Grounds, Planning, Town Development

PTC NEWS - Edited by Petersfield Town Council     Printed by Petaprint, College Street - www.petaprint.co.uk

changes when she is chosen to spend
Christmas at the mansion of famous
billionaire, Oliver Warbucks. The jeal-
ous and nasty Miss Hannigan has
other ideas and hatches a plan to spoil
Annie’s search, but like all good sto-
ries, the baddies come to a sticky end!
See www.pyt.org or local press for
ticket details.

13th – 21st  January 
Winton Players Present: Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs by Alan Frayn.
This is a superb new adaptation of the
familiar story told in true pantomime
style that puts the sparkle back into
the traditional tale. Performances will
take place between 13 -21 January
2017, with matinees on 14, 15 and 21
January. Tickets available for public
booking from 5 December 2016 from
the Tourist Information Centre and
the Town Hall or on-line via
www.wintonplayers.org.uk.

3rd-5th February 
Penman Antique Fairs -
Unpretentious yet very high quality,
Petersfield Fair offers both exhibitors
and visitors a welcoming friendly
atmosphere, where like-minded 
dealers and collectors can enjoy doing
business.
Most exhibitors are regulars, and
there is a long waiting list for stands.
Thus we can maintain high standards
and a good balance of disciplines.
Jewellery is particularly popular in
Petersfield, so we usually have 4 or 5
jewellers. Competition for these slots
is strong!

Entertainment at
the Festival Hall

Your Town Councillors


