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Petersfield Town Council 

Update on Events for World War 1 Anniversary to Full 

Council Meeting on 22 February 2018 

War Memorial, High Street - Refurbishment 

Work commenced on 12 February 2018 and is ongoing.  An update will be provided at Full Council as 

to how this work has progressed. To date is is progressing well with plenty of supporting comments 

from the Public. Details are also on PTC’s website. 

Outstanding is a need to confirm with Rev Will Hughes and the Royal British Legion (RBL) to decide if 

and when on a formal Ecumenical Dedication Service.   

Poppy Remembrance Field 

The concept of this idea was submitted by a member of the public and who to date we have not 

been able to contact to advance.  However two other ideas have since been submitted. The first 

submission received by FoPH who are willing to introduce a wild flower and poppy field along the 

hedgerow on Heath Road (South of where the tennis courts used to be).  This was considered by 

Grounds on 15 February 2018 with the result that the Heath was considered a tricky area for 

poppies.  However the idea of planting a wild flower area on the Heath is still being pursued. 

Meanwhile the patch known as the Dickens Area opposite the lights at the Town end of Tor Way.  

Ownership has been confirmed as Highways and 1st Petersfield Scouts maintain.  They (The Scouts) 

have been contacted and are delighted with the plan. Planning continues. 

Trees in Memoria 

Originally the idea was to arrange for a tree to be planted in memory of each name on our War 

Memorial and which came out of the need to increase our Tree Canopy in Petersfield following the 

Petersfield Society’s (PS) iTree Survey.  PS were initially consulted and have come up with a number 

of options which differ slightly from the original PTC intention.  However the ideas are sound and 

also complement their own work in increasing Tree Management and Provision.   So this idea is still 

under some discussion.  However we believe it essential that whatever we do decide should at least 

be ‘launched’ in 2018 with a ceremonial planting by a dignitary. PS and our Tree Warden (Robin 

Hart) are thanked for the work they are doing with this. 
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Silhouettes – The Silent Soldier Campaign 

This is formed from a National initiative by the RBL. “The Silent Soldier stands as a tribute to those 

who didn’t return home and to those whose lives would never be the same again”. A local tribute on 

a slightly differing format recommended and overseen with help from PTC by Petersfield Branch of 

the RBL to persuade shopfronts to display a silhouette in the windows for a period of time.  We 

expect some activity on this towards the end of this Summer. 

Petersfield in Bloom 

The first meeting for this annual event took place on 9 Feb 18 and at that meeting it was agreed to 

include a one-off additional category of an Indoor Flower Arrangement to acknowledge the events 

of the War and also to acknowledge to advances made in 1918 by the Women’s Suffrage Movement. 

Submissions arranged for the actual Awards Evening and to assist in the décor for the evening. 

Awards to be judged by Pippa Greenwood 

Taro Fair – Themed? 

This is an idea to ask Walls to provide if possible a number of themed old fashioned fair attraction 

(most of which have hitherto been thwarted by H & S Regulations).  It very much depends on our 

relationship with Walls and with timing of Taro since the issues from 2017.  Thus may not be a 

runner but there are Victorian/Edwardian Fairs that can be sourced. 

A Town Poppy – A Mural 

Again submitted by a member of the public and again we have not to date made any advances on 

this due to lack of contact – albeit we have been trying.  The idea is a large template of a Poppy 

place in a suitable spot with the public able to paint a strip of a petal in red and with a signature/or 

name in the centre depicting the black spot in the centre of the poppy. 

An Event in the Square? 

Initially it was thought that some sort of event should take place in the Square. With two Festivals in 

place for 2018 it was thought that Hometown Festivals might wish to consider an element of such an 

Anniversary in these two Festivals.  This is awaiting response. It is also thought that the Petersfield 

Museum might well have something lined up in their annual programme. 

Education – The Petersfield Museum 

The Museum is at the very nub of such an anniversary and has attended meetings and has disclosed 

that they have a full educational programme planned. PTC will continue to assist where possible.  

Petersfield Museum are thanked for their offer to assist other organisations doing appropriate 

events with historical data, photographs where possible etc. 
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A Football Match 

Plenty of football was played near the Front including the infamous Truce Game on 25 December 

1914.   PFC is looking at putting on a Charity Match as a re-creation and several ideas are being 

considered. The first option is a game between Petersfield Seniors and Petersfield Juniors for the 

Petersfield Memorial Truce Trophy (!).  A submission will be made through F & G to fund and provide 

a Trophy which if it goes well can be an annual match into the future. PTFC have approached the 

Chairman of Town Juniors and are awaiting a response. PTFC Committee very keen on the idea. 

Members will be ware of a number of interpretations of The Truce Trophy! 

Edwardian Music Hall 

This is based on PTC providing the facility and production team for an Edwardian Music Hall/Revue 

in the Festival Hall from 1 – 3 Nov 18 and for involvement by the Community.  Three production 

meetings have taken place and the red tape part such as insurance, performing rights etc has been 

completed. We have two artistic producers (Cllr Phill Humphries and Mrs Ruth Hiller) and a Musical 

Director (Tony Blackford) in place. 

The set and technical lighting to reflect where we can how it would have been.  The stage will have a 

backcloth which has been ordered and light props on stage used. Forms have been submitted to 

Green ‘A’ for their support. 

Work is now taking place to fill approx ten performance slots each lasting between 5 – 10/15 

minutes depending. An appeal is being circulated to allow individuals or organisations to submit 

performance ‘gigs’ or ‘turns’ as well as assistance with stage crew and Front of House. For the latter 

we would like to see max Councillors assisting.  The Townhouse have been approached to provide a 

bar and we have suggested a theme cocktail (one alcoholic and one not so).  This requires further 

discussion and planning. 

Ticketing suggested by PTC at the Town Hall to cover costs. In the event of profits then initially we 

should consider the RBL but it might be Council Members would wish to make other suggestions.  

Remembrance Sunday – 11 November 2018 

Scheduled to take place as usual and very much subject to further discussion when meetings take 

place.  Three ideas have emerged to acknowledge this special year.  The first is a single gunshot to 

signify the last gunshot of the War to take place between the “Last Post” and the Silence; the second 

following the Bugle Call ‘Rouse’ after the Silence the release of doves/pigeons.  (The former is not 

currently supported by the RBL).  The third idea is to get local organisations to offer charitable 

lunches for their groups following the Service. 


