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Proposed Site plan

1 Introduction

Following the completion of the Feasibility Study
in January 2018 Foster Wilson Architects and a
team of specialist consultants were appointed by
Petersfield Town Council to develop the proposals
for The Festival Hall to RIBA Stage 2 (Concept
Design). This stage has now been completed and is
summarised here.

2 Consultation

We began with a process of community
consultation to seek feedback on the initial
proposals and options from user groups and the
wider community. This included:

. A presentation of the feasibility proposals
by Tim Foster at the Town Meeting
on 25th April 2018

. A special edition of the Town Council

newsletter outlining the proposals,
distributed to all residents in May 2018

. A public consultations day held on
Saturday 16 June 2018, comprising of
an exhibition of the proposals and a series
of consultation workshops with different
interest groups, at which participants were
asked to complete feedback forms with
their comments.

3 Feedback

Following this process the Town Council collated
the feedback received and it was agreed that
the main areas of the design requiring further
development were:

. Main Hall. The option with a lowered stage
and side galleries was preferred, but with
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Proposed Ground Floor Plan

the addition of a retractable

choir bleacher and a small orchestra pit.
Foyer and Rose Room. There was concern
about congestion in the foyer and it

was agreed to look at an extension at the
entrance, which could provide a

more prominent entrance facing the

car park, a more spacious foyer and better
toilet provision.

Town Hall. PTC's preferred option is to
have an enlarged Council Chamber,
the Town Visitor Centre and an office
for the Hall management staff on

the ground floor, with the

Town Council offices and the
re-opened Small Hall on the first floor.
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Proposed First Floor Plan ZONE 1- EXTENSION
ZONE 2- MAIN HALL
ZONE 3- BACKSTAGE
ZONE 4- FOYER & ROSE ROOM
ZONE 5- ENTRANCE EXTENSION

ZONE 6- TOWN HALL

. A request was made for the inclusion of a
‘Changing Places’ accessible toilet
and changing room in the foyer area.

All of these suggestions have now been
incorporated into the revised designs.

4 Design
The proposals are divided into the following zones,
which are colour coded on the drawings:

Extension

Main Hall

Backstage

Foyer and Rose Room
Entrance Foyer Extension
Town Hall

CUA N

Foster Wilson Architects | 3



Proposed Axonometric View

4.1 Extension

A new two-storey extension replacing the existing
dilapidated single storey extension, provides a
kitchen, multi-purpose room and toilets on the
ground floor and a technical control room for the
Hall and lettable offices on the first floor.

4.2 Main Hall

The Hall will be completely remodeled with the
raised stage removed and narrow galleries added
around the walls, which can be used both for
seating and technical functions.

Two new retractable seating tiers will be provided,
one for the audience and another at the back of
the stage for a choir. A pit in the floor will provide
additional seating rows below floor level and an
orchestra pit. These elements can be rearranged
to create a variety of different layouts suitable

for concerts, musical theatre, plays and flat floor
events, such as craft fairs and dinners. A complete
new technical installation for stage lighting, sound
and rigging will be provided and a new ventilation
system installed to provide modern levels of
comfort for the audience.
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Proposed Main Hall Plan
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Proposed Main Hall Section ‘

Alternative Layouts
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View in Theatre format

View in Concert format

4.3 Backstage

The floor levels in the dressing room and scene
dock behind the stage will be lowered to match
the reduced stage floor level, making all backstage
areas and the stage itself wheelchair accessible.
The dressing rooms will be re-planned and refitted
and the existing Green Room refurbished.

The existing side door will be brought into use as
a new stage Get-in (delivery door) where a van can
park safely and there is level access to the stage.
The existing piano store and scene dock will be
combined to create one large stage store.
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View of Entrance Foyer Extension

4.4 Foyer and Rose Room

The relocation of the toilets into the new Entrance
extension allows the Foyer area to be enlarged,
with a new bar facing the public as they arrive.
The layout of the Rose Room is rationalized, with
a large sliding door separating it from the Foyer.
This will allow the Rose Room to be opened up

to the Foyer for larger events or closed off for
independent use.

4.5 Entrance Foyer Extension

The new Entrance Foyer Extension will create

a more open and prominent entry point to the
building and additional space for toilets, which
frees up space in the main Foyer area. The new
entrance will project out from the building, with
a wall of glass facing the main approach from the

car park, which will be both visible and welcoming.
Inside there will be more space for audiences to
gather with a new open box office counter. At the
back of the extension a new suite of toilets will
double the existing provision.

4.6 The Town Hall

The Town Hall will be remodeled to provide an
enlarged council chamber, the Town Visitor Centre
and an office for the hall management staff on the
ground floor, with the Town Council offices and the
Small Hall on the first floor. The re-opened Small
Hall will provide an attractive additional public
space for small-scale performances, meetings

and events. A new passenger lift will be provided
making all areas of the Town Hall accessible.
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Exploded View

4.7 Access

As a public building, the refurbished Festival Hall
will have a good standard of access for people with
disabilities, including:

+  Disabled Parking spaces nearby.

+  Main public entrances with level thresholds
and powered doors.

+  Accessible toilets in each part of the
building, including a ‘Changing Places’
accessible toilet and changing room
in the foyer area.

+ A passenger lift in the Town Hall area
providing wheelchair access to the
first floor and Main Hall levels.

+ A platform lift in the New Extension
providing access to the first floor offices
and technical control room.

+  An accessible stage with dressing Rooms at
the same level .

+  Lowered counter sections at the box office
and bars for wheelchair users.

«  Aloop hearing aid system and/or infra-red
assisted listening system in the Main
Hall, Council Chamber, Small Hall,

Rose Room and Box Office.

Roof

First Floor

Ground Floor

4.8 Technical Design

The latest designs have been prepared in
collaboration with a full Design Team of specialist
consultants, who have provided preliminary
proposals for the structure, building services,
acoustics and technical installations. This
information has been used to inform the design
and the updated Cost Plan.

5 Next Steps
If approved by the Town Council it is proposed
these should be:

. A further process of consultation over
the next 2-3 months to ensure the latest
proposals meet the needs of
users and the wider community.

. Pre-application discussions with the local
planning authority.

. The Council decide whether to undertake
the works as a single phase or multiple
phases.

. The Design Team develop proposals to RIBA

Stage 3 (Developed Design) and submit a
planning application.
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