
Petersfield Town Council were thrilled that Petersfield Town
Visitor Centre were shortlisted again for Visitor Information
Service of the Year!

The Beautiful South Awards this year were held at The Grand,
Brighton and host for the evening was travel journalist and
broadcaster, Simon Calder.

Judging is carried out by an independent panel of industry
leaders and experts in their field, selected for their impartiality,
experience and suitability for each category.  Consideration is
given to website, social media presence and businesses are
usually mystery shopped both in person and through phone or
email enquiry.

On the night Petersfield proudly carried away their Bronze
trophy with Oxford taking Silver and Eastbourne winning Gold.
I think you’ll agree that to be shortlisted alongside these other
major visitor destinations is quite an achievement in itself. It is
to the great credit of all the staff and management at the
Centre that this award was earned and they are to be highly
congratulated for such a performance.
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Petersfield Town Visitor Centre

Your Town Councillors

The Ramshill housing area on the North side of Petersfield is
christened by the locals “Toy Town” due to its unique
architectural design. There are no straight streets only curves
and stone blocked courtyards and every home is different,
some clad in brick and others painted a wide variety of pastel
colours giving a mixed visual scene much enjoyed by residents
and visitors alike.

This is enhanced by an abundance of mature and young trees,
open spaces and shrubberies. In addition, there is a children’s
playground recently re-equipped with the support of the Town
Council and a kick-about area for older children and dog walkers.

There are well advanced plans for the Town Council to adopt
all of Ramshill’s green spaces and playground to ensure these
areas are well maintained for the benefit of residents. In
addition, Hampshire County Council will shortly complete the
adoption of roads and footpaths.

And not forgetting Ramshill’s vital footpath into town, Skinners
Farm Lane which was completed in August 2019 giving easier
pedestrian access to shops, schools and the town centre.

There is a thriving Ramshill Residents Association (RRA) run by
enthusiastic residents who publish the Ramshill Roundabout
newsletter plus a residents Facebook page and Website.

In October 2019 the RRA organised a Community Celebration
for residents and local Councillors with music provided by local
school bands, a hog roast lunch plus face painting and magic
tricks for the children. In addition, an annual March litter pick
is organised by residents to coincide with Keep Britain Tidy’s
yearly clean-up of the UK. Other social events are being
considered for 2020 by the RRA.

In conclusion a lovely area of Petersfield, near to the town
centre and station with a good mix of young and older
residents and much enjoyed by Ramshill’s families of all ages.

John Lees - Chairman: Ramshill Residents Association

Petersfield Agencies Working
Together was established by
The Salvation Army and
Citizens Advice when it was
announced early in 2018 that
the Job Centre would be
closing.  This prompted the
founding agencies and other
invited agencies to review
how they could work closer
together on all areas of
service that they provide to individuals and the wider
community.  Petersfield Town Council recognised the group in
late 2018 and Cllr James Deane is the Petersfield Town Council
representative.  Current agencies include Citizens Advice,
Salvation Army, Two Saints, Winton House, Radian, EHDC and
Age Concern.  For a full list of agencies please see our website.

The agencies, who meet every 6 weeks, pull on their
knowledge and resources to help one another to better serve
the community.

One common concern across the agencies has been how to
tackle loneliness and isolation.  The ‘Get Social’ leaflet has a
wealth of opportunities for residents to
meet others and partake in activities in
the most part for little or no charge.

So take a look at what’s on offer and get
involved!  Get Social!

By now many of you will have seen
the work that is being done on the
lake.  We know that the extensive
works are going to ruffle many
feathers, but the work is being
carried out by a company with vast
experience of regenerating
waterways and great care was taken
in appointing them. They are
carrying out their work with the
blessing of the National Park and experts in many fields have
been consulted as to what is the right way forward.

As I take a close personal interest in all the grounds projects I
have been working on this one for nearly ten years and with
the meticulous attention to detail provided by Grounds
Chairman, Cllr Jamie Matthews we are both looking forward to
the end result. With new reed beds, improved swims for the
fishermen, two new islands which will break up the wave
action and form a welcome sanctuary for some of the birds.

April will see the end of the last of our Grounds Contracts and
we would like to thank Rob Burley and his men for all of their
hard work on our behalf over the last few years. We now move
forward with our Head Groundsman Dugg Budd and his
excellent team who will take over this work and we will be
entirely self sufficient as well as being able to continue taking
on a wider spread of grounds work ourselves.

At the time of going to press many of us have friends and
relations in Australia affected by these dreadful fires and
extreme temperatures. We can only hope that they get a good
rainfall to help cope with this disaster. We wish them well and
hope that we are able to send them manpower and resources
to help them rebuild.

Best wishes to you all.

(photography by Nick Williams)

This major project which aims to increase biodiversity in and around the pond and restore areas where the banks have been eroded
commences in late January 2020 and is expected to take 12 weeks to complete.
A pond in good health is an incredibly rich and varied habitat for wildlife. When the environmental conditions are right, an array of
different plant species grow in abundance, creating a spectrum of aquatic zones in which a myriad of different creatures manage to
find the right kinds of spaces to flourish. Unfortunately, the Heath Pond is poor in biodiversity and a monoculture is developing.
Key work areas in the project include:
• Renewal and restoration of eroded banks • Planting of hundreds of suitable native bankside plants • Three peninsula fishing swims
• Coppicing of bankside willow trees and other trees which excessively shade the pond • Creation of new two islands, using dredged
material and planted with native marginal species • Pond bed reprofiled in certain areas to create a mosaic of marginal habitat
• Planting in three locations of Phragmites australisto create additional reedbeds • Replacement boardwalk which is wider, with
handrails and passing place

A Message from the Town Mayor

Heath Pond Enhancements

Get SocialRamshill



Regular activities for
Children & Families
Saturday Afternoon Clubs – Drop in between 1pm & 4pm
every Saturday
for our weekly themed Craft, Colouring, Science Appliance
and Construction Club.
Baby Play Time – Every Friday drop in between 9.30 & 11am
for Babies up to 1 year.
Rhymetime – Every Wednesday at 2.00pm for babies & 
toddlers ages 0-2 years.
Toddlertime – For pre-school children – Every other Monday
10.15am
Storytime for Under 8’s – Every Saturday at 11am
Chatterbooks Club – Books & Quizzes for 8-12 years - Once a
month on a Wednesday 4.30pm - new members welcomed
Creative Writing Club – For ages 8-13 years – Once a month
on a Wednesday 4.30pm 

For more information please call into the library, 
find us on Facebook, check the website
hants.gov.uk/library/petersfield-library 
or contact us on 0300 555 1387

The New Savoy Cinema 
is proud to be presenting

the following films:

new

Savoy
Cinema

VE/VJ Day in 2020 Festival Hall Consultation Results

Tickets are £5 and available from The Town Hall, One Tree
Books and online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/thefestivalhall

Tuesday 25th February
2.30pm 7.30pm

Knives Out The Good Liar
(12A) (15)

Petersfield Library

Petersfield Town Council have now had a number of
consultations with the public regarding the future of the
Festival Hall.
We have sought to gauge your thoughts on both improvements
to the facilities and suggestions for future events and activities.
Here’s an insight into what the public would like to see in
addition to our current programme of events.

We were able to engage more of you via social media than at
the in-house event.  Those who did come along to our public
information day were primarily those who are already regular
users.
In terms of what people thought required changing or upgrading.

It is intended that any refurbishment of the building will make
it far more accessible to more people and groups of all ages
within the community.  It is also intended to provide a greater
variety of performance material that will again appeal to a
much wider audience than is currently catered for, without
losing sight of the many people that enjoy the current
activities provided.  The Council continues to work with its
architects and consultants to produce plans on how best to
achieve the mix of activities that can be hosted in the
refurbished building.

We will keep you informed of any further progress as it
happens.

Tuesday 3rd March
2.30pm 7.30pm

Mrs Lowry Official
& Son (12A) Secrets (15)

Wednesday 15th April
2.30pm 7.30pm

Moana The Lion King 
(PG) (PG)

2020 sees two 75th Anniversaries that Petersfield Town
Council wishes to mark in some way. Initial stages of
planning is ongoing so for a change we are going to let our
residents have advance notice and are particularly welcome
to forward comments or offers of assistance to the Council
Offices.

The first is Victory in Europe generally known as V-E Day.
VE Day or simply V Day was the public holiday celebrated
on 8 May 1945 to mark the formal acceptance by the Allies
of World War II that the War in Europe was over. More than
1 million people celebrated in the streets of cities, towns
and villages in the UK.  The Town Council is currently in the
planning phase but Friday 8 May 2020 is definitely a date
for diaries.  As already stated this stage is very much in
outline as much organising is required. A short Service of
Remembrance and Commemoration is being proposed in
the Square followed by pieces by a Bugler and a Piper.  At
approximately 3 pm we are hoping Church Bells in the Area
will peal signalling an invitation for establishments and
organisations to ‘host a toast’ to all those living through
those difficult and challenging times. It is possible that a
re-creation of the Trafalgar Square Celebrations in 1945 can
be re-created with an impromptu but faintly organised
demonstration of Swing Music with Dancing. 
Second is VJ Day, otherwise known as Victory in the Pacific

Day and VP Day, is a holiday that commemorates the final
Pacific War was over and thereby bringing an end to the
war in total. It is officially recognized on August 15th in the
United Kingdom and on September 2nd in the United States.
However as we wish to include our youth  organisations we
are looking at the date of Friday 25 September 2020 where
we intend to unveil a Commemoration Stone at the War
Memorial thanking our Allies and that “Petersfield
Remembers and will never Forget”.

Petersfield Town Council hopes that many will approve of
this intent, support the principle and for some who may be
able to assist in any way apply to join the Planning Team.

MAYOR’S SPECIAL • Wednesday 4th March

DOWNTON ABBEY(PG)


