
doors every morning so the PACT Foodbank could operate for
the needy and delivered emergency parcels made up and
provided by Waitrose, free of charge and thanks to Captain
Linda and Steve Field for their brilliant organisation. Lucy
Lomax of Free Shop Friday delivers her free food to the Food
Bank for distribution every day.

These are only a sample of the brilliant agencies motivated to
help during the crisis. The local Coronavirus helpline has been
set up and run by volunteer, Sarah Thomas, and Malcolm
Muggeridge has designed the superb and very informative
web page to accompany it. The Supermarkets have been going
out of their way to help as well. Pharmacies are well organised
and we have never appreciated our NHS more.

We are finding ourselves in the fortunate position that we
have more willing volunteers than are needed at present.

Council business carries on remotely, staff are working from
home under the eye of our Town Clerk, Neil Hitch.  Any
decisions being made by Neil in consultation with myself and
the Heads of Committees. At the moment I would normally
end my term with the election of the new Mayor in May and
by the time that this article is published you will know if that
has taken place. I wish the new Mayor the very best year and
hope that by the time he or she is in place this dreadful illness
will have gone away.
Stay well

Finally I should like to make a correction to my piece in our last
edition in which I meant to thank our former grounds
contractor Burleys for their work over the past few years, and
apologies to our preferred tree surgeon Robin Burleigh who is
still very much trading.

Cllr Lesley Farrow, Petersfield Town Mayor
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I fully expected this article to be
about my last few weeks as your
Town Mayor and to thank all the
brilliant people that I have come
across in the past year. We are
fortunate to have a wide range of
organisations run by very willing and
able volunteers and I have been
privileged to meet many of them.

This year for me has been one of great change. We started
with a very new set of Town Councillors all with different ideas
and all very willing to learn the guidelines under which we,
your elected representatives, have to operate. They have had
to make important decisions in their first year, involving large
projects such as the major revamp of the Festival Hall and the
Pond Bank stabilisation which has been successfully carried
out by our chosen Contractors  Five Rivers. They have
strengthened the banks, built up areas that were eroding and
replaced the old boardwalk (which needed monthly repairs) by
the new broader one. They will return soon to finish the
planting of the new greenery.

Little did I realise that the last few months as your Mayor
would find us in lockdown with all our hard working staff
working from home and Council decisions being made by
email and telephone. The situation which we find ourselves in
is very scary to say the least. In the space of just a few months
the world has almost ground to a halt, we are confined to our
homes except for exercise and food shopping. This is where
our volunteers have really excelled. Within hours of the
lockdown our Project Manager Steve Field and Admin lady
Kathryn Ellis Blandford had put together a dedicated page on
the Town Council website with details of our aid organisations
and volunteer agencies.

Throughout Petersfield, agencies and volunteers have sprung
into action. Age Concern under the brilliant leadership of
Sheridan Rocher, collected and dished out prescriptions, gave
out hot meals prepared by the cooks at Churchers College who
gave up their time (and our thanks goes to the Head, Simon
Williams, for letting them use the premises), they are also
shopping for the housebound. The Salvation Army opened its

A Message from the Town Mayor



Agencies Working Together

Just over 2.5 years ago, agencies working in Petersfield came together to form a closer relationship, share information,
and work more effectively together.  This has proved extremely useful in these current times of COVID-19, and gave the
agencies a good starting point to ensure that the residents of Petersfield and the surrounding area were going to be
looked after during the COVID-19 lockdown.

We also welcomed a newcomer to the agencies – Petersfield Coronavirus Help Network, which formed themselves out
of nothing, seeing that there would be a need in the town for help and support.  PCHN was originally set up by Sophie
Doe, Sarah Thomas, Malcolm Muggeridge and Maurice Snell, and they are fielding many of the calls that come in for help,
both directly on  01730 779296 or from EHDC, and where the help requires shopping, prescription pickup, or buddying,
they have set up their own army of volunteers to deal with these requests.

The Food Bank (Terry Doubleday) has continued to operate out of the Salvation Army Hall and increased the referral days
to 5 days Monday-Friday, being assisted by the Salvation Army (Captain Linda Read) who is also dealing with delivery and
distribution of fresh food (donated by local supermarkets) and food parcels (donated by Waitrose).  Age Concern
(Sheridan Rocher) and Free Shop Friday (Lucy Lomax) have assisted in picking up and delivering fresh food and food
parcels to many of the places where elderly are
generally locked down, and can’t get out to the
shops or go to the bank to draw out money.
This has included nursing homes, resident
schemes and people who are cared for in their
own homes.  Age Concern are also providing
hot meals on a Tuesday and Thursday to all
their previous lunch club attenders, as well as
offering these meals to the most vulnerable in
the town.

Citizens Advice (Chloe Evans) are still
operating, giving advice on financial matters
such as debt, benefits and universal credit, as
well as dealing with housing, employment and
relationship issues, and Petersfield Voluntary
Care Group (Alison Gauld) are still able to drive
residents to hospital appointments and
provide their home shopping service.

These agencies are on the front line of
supporting our town through this crisis, but we
appreciate that there are also many other
agencies providing very specific services during
this time.  I would like to take this opportunity
on behalf of the Town Council to thank
everyone involved in this effort.

Stephen J Field
Aid Co-Ordinator
Petersfield Town Council

Support/Counselling
Animal Welfare

Arts/Crafts/Music
Complementary Therapy

News & Entertainment
Faith/Spiritual Support

Education

Fitness & Health
General Assistance
Mental Wellbeing
Nutrition Assistance
Specialist Advice (eg 
Financial, Legal, Carers)
Other (tell us something 
new)

WELLBEING

FIND IT ON A 
MAP

RETAIL
Charities

Bakers
Butchers/

Fishmongers
Cosmetics

Drinks
Farm Shops

Garden Supplies
Greengrocers
Hardware & DIY
Supermarkets
Pet Supplies
Pharmacies
Markets
Other

PREPARED FOOD
Frozen Meals

Pubs
Restaurants

Cafés
Takeaways

ASSISTING
Local Initiatives

Volunteering

ASSISTANCE FROM
Agencies

Help Groups

www.PFResourceHub.org.uk
NEED HELP NOW?

Call the  
Petersfield Coronavirus Help Network

01730 779296
Up-to-date local information on opening hours, 

home delivery options, agency assistance



You would have noticed that the Heath has fallen silent in the
current climate.  I am told that other sounds have taken over
from the bustle of families playing in the play areas, or visiting
the plump duck for some refreshments.  It has also silenced
the amphibious vehicles and other vehicles that were
employed on the Heath to carry out the enhancements,
although most of the work had been completed by the time
that our contractors – Five Rivers – had to leave.
Project Manager of Five Rivers, Stephanie Knights has said of
working on this project, “Thank you, it’s been an absolute
pleasure. It’s so heartening to see how much you all care
about your community and take everyone’s opinions and
comments into consideration. I have never experienced a
council quite like it!”
We now have a new board walk, two new Islands, a bridge
over to Duck Island, new fishing areas designed for abled and
disabled, as well as new areas of reed beds and other
aquatic plants around the board walk, as well as north and
east of the pond, and many lost banks have been refilled back
to where they were many years ago.
The work will continue when the pond level has lowered, to
introduce aquatic plants around the edges of the fishing areas,
reclaimed banks, new islands and along some of the existing
edges.  It is hoped that this work will take place in the summer
when life has returned to some kind of normality.  We hope
this will also provide us with an opportunity to invite those of
you who volunteered, to help us with planting.
We would like to thank all of you who have continued to enjoy
this space as a place to go for your daily exercises, and who
have maintained their distance from others.  Also a big thank
you to all of you who have taken pictures and videos of the
progress of work and shared these with us and the community,
either by sending them to us, or sharing them on social media.

Your task is simple - READ! We are asking you to read 6 books
(although you can read more if you wish) and submit a short
review for each title. After reading and reviewing your 6 books
you can download your certificate! You can read a physical
book, an eBook, listen to an Audiobook or even share a book
and read as a family! Now get reading! From your friendly
librarians at Hampshire School Library Service.  
Go to https://sls.hias.hants.gov.uk 
for more details.

This year’s Summer Reading Challenge Silly
Squad will be a celebration of funny books,
happiness and laughter. Children will join
the Silly Squad, a crew of fun-loving animals
who enjoy exploring lots of different types
of funny books. Step inside their colourful fun house for a side-
splitting adventure celebrating the joy of reading - just watch
out for a mysterious baddy who is up to no good! Silly Squad
will arrive this summer and will feature bespoke artwork from
award-winning author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson.
More details will follow soon about how this will be delivered
to children this year and encourage them to read throughout
the summer.

Petersfield in Bloom 2020

This year’s annual Petersfield in Bloom Competition won’t be
quite what any of us are used to.

After careful consideration we took the difficult decision to
move away from the usual judging process in view of social
distancing measures.

We recognise that our gardens are more important than ever
before, providing a welcome sanctuary of calm or keeping our
hands busy planting and reaping the rewards of our labour.

Maybe our special ‘lock down’ edition of the competition
might even encourage a few new residents out of the
woodwork?

From window boxes to veggie patches, we want to see them
all!  Come and share your garden successes with us!
Please find more details on our website:
www.petersfield-tc.gov.uk/events/
petersfield-in-bloom-2020/

In addition this year we are asking children to design a collage
with the Petersfield in Bloom theme.

Email admin@petersfield-tc.gov.uk with either ‘Petersfield in
Bloom 2020’ or ‘KIDSPIB2020’ in the subject.

Heath Pond Update

#ReadAtHome - Reading Challenge 2020



Visit our Web site at www.petersfield-tc.gov.uk
Town Clerk: Neil Hitch clerk@petersfield-tc.gov.uk Festival Hall enquiries festival@petersfield-tc.gov.uk

The Town Hall, Heath Road, Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 4EA    Telephone: 01730 264182 Fax: 01730 231164 
Reception and Telephone Enquiries 9am – 5pm  Monday to Friday    Bookings taken for Town/Festival Hall and Avenue Pavilion 

Peter Clist - St Peter’s
8 Avon Close, Petersfield GU31 4LG

262312    peter.clist@petersfield-tc.gov.uk    
Chairman of Staff Panel, Planning, Public Halls, 

James Deane - Rother
2 Hoggarth Close, GU31 4YY

269072    James.deane@petersfield-tc.gov.uk    
Chairman of Finance & General Purposes

Planning, Grounds, Town Development (reserve)

Lesley Farrow - Heath
42A Durford Road, GU31 4HA

261350    lesley.farrow@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 
Town Mayor

Steve Dewey - Heath
7 Bramble Road Petersfield GU31 4HL

266261    steven.dewey@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 
Chairman of Planning

Public Halls, Town Development

Peter Bisset - Bell Hill
15 Kennet Road Petersfield GU31 4LS

peter.bisset@petersfield-tc.gov.uk    
Planning, Grounds, Town Development

Jamie Matthews – Bell Hill
Hedgerows, Winchester Rd, GU32 3BN

233324    jamie.matthews@petersfield-tc.gov.uk    
Chairman of Grounds, Planning, Finance and General

Purposes, Town Development (reserve)

John Lees – Causeway
8 Barentin Way Petersfield GU31 4QN

john.lees@petersfield-tc.gov.uk    
Planning, Grounds, Public Halls

John Palmer – Bell Hill
2 Clarendon Close, GU32 3FR

750115     john.palmer@petersfield-tc.gov.uk 
Chairman of Town Development

Planning, Finance and General Purposes

JC Crissey – Ramshill
jc.crissey@petersfield-tc.gov.uk     

Planning, Finance and General Purposes, Public Halls,
Town Development

Zoe Parker - Ramshill
zoe.parker@petersfield-tc.gov.uk

Planning, Grounds, Finance and General Purposes

Michael George Watkinson - Causeway
102 The Causeway, GU31 4JS

266801
Deputy Mayor, Chairman of Public Halls

Planning, Halls, Finance & General Purposes, 
Town Development (reserve)

Phil Shaw – Ramshill
22 Madeline Road GU31 4AL

phil.shaw@petersfield-tc.gov.uk    
Planning, Town Development, Grounds, Public Halls 
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Your Town Councillors

Petersfield Coronavirus Help Network was set up by the
community to help the community.  Founders Sophie
Doe and Sarah Thomas were quick to establish contact
with local agencies via Petersfield Town Council in order
to ensure that via the helpline, they were signposting
the right people to the right organisations.

Petersfield Town Council‘s Stephen Field who would
ordinarily be managing projects was appointed ‘Aid
Coordinator’ liaising between
the volunteers and the agencies
to ensure smooth running of the
system.  More than 6000 flyers
were printed and posted
through residents doors so
those without internet access
would have the helpline number
to hand.

Petersfield Community Radio
have also been instrumental in
sharing helpful and important
advice on their daily podcasts,
which were introduced 
especially to keep residents
informed during the crisis.

Petersfield Coronavirus Resource Hub 
www.pfresourcehub.org.uk set up by U3A member
Malcolm Muggeridge was introduced to provide a 
useful bank of local solutions and services available 
during the lock down period.

Petersfield Town Council would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the volunteers who have kept
our community together during this challenging time.

Petersfield Coronavirus Help Network
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