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Survey Summary

File Reference : 72-0161

Civil Parish : Petersfield

District : East Hampshire

Vice-County : 11, South Hampshire

A site which was once part of an extensive heath. The site now includes a pond, extensive open grassland with areas 
of remnant heath, mixed woodland and many bronze age barrows. An hcc management plan intends to restore the 
site to heathland.

Survey Type : None

Survey Date : Jan 1993

Francis RoseData Owned By :

Francis RoseData Recorded By :

Not recordedSurvey Time on Site :

37.8 haTotal Area :

StatusTaxon Name Common Name

Calluna vulgaris IUCN (EN2014) - Near 
Threatened

Heather

Crassula tillaea Hampshire BAP SpeciesMossy Stonecrop
Nationally Scarce

Hydrocotyle vulgaris IUCN (EN2014) - Near 
Threatened

Marsh Pennywort

Nardus stricta IUCN (EN2014) - Near 
Threatened

Mat-grass

Jan 1993

Designation
Site of Importance for Nature Conservation

Type Description
Geology Folkstone Beds
Geology Sandgate Beds
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Poa bulbosa Hampshire BAP SpeciesBulbous Meadow-grass
Nationally Scarce
County Scarce
South Hampshire Scarce (VC11)

Potentilla erecta IUCN (EN2014) - Near 
Threatened

Tormentil

Ranunculus flammula IUCN (EN2014) - VulnerableLesser Spearwort

Spergula arvensis IUCN (EN2014) - VulnerableCorn Spurrey
IUCN (2001) - Vulnerable

Succisa pratensis IUCN (EN2014) - Near 
Threatened

Devil's-bit Scabious

Trifolium glomeratum Nationally ScarceClustered Clover
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Habitats Recorded

Species Recorded
 

 

Jan 1993
Petersfield Heath (Heath Common)

Survey Details

Phase 1 Habitat Classifications Area
D, Heathland 28.8 ha
G1, Open water: standing water 9 ha
A111, Woodland: broadleaved, semi-natural
B212, Grassland: neutral, unimproved, lowland
D1, Heathland: dry dwarf shrub heath

Present NotableTaxon Name Taxon Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus PSycamore
Achillea millefolium PYarrow
Aegopodium podagraria PGround-elder
Agrostis canina PVelvet Bent
Agrostis capillaris PCommon Bent
Agrostis stolonifera PCreeping Bent
Aira praecox PEarly Hair-grass
Aphanes australis PSlender Parsley-piert
Apium nodiflorum PFool's-water-cress
Arrhenatherum elatius PFalse Oat-grass
Artemisia vulgaris PMugwort
Aster novi-belgii PConfused Michaelmas-daisy
Betula pendula PSilver Birch
Betula pubescens PDowny Birch
Bidens tripartita PTrifid Bur-marigold
Calluna vulgaris P YHeather
Calystegia sepium PHedge Bindweed
Capsella bursa-pastoris PShepherd's-purse
Carex hirta PHairy Sedge
Chenopodium album PFat-hen
Chenopodium rubrum PRed Goosefoot
Cirsium arvense PCreeping Thistle
Crassula tillaea P YMossy Stonecrop
Crataegus monogyna PHawthorn
Crepis capillaris PSmooth Hawk's-beard
Cytisus scoparius PBroom
Dactylis glomerata PCock's-foot
Deschampsia flexuosa PWavy Hair-grass
Digitalis purpurea PFoxglove
Dryopteris dilatata PBroad Buckler-fern
Dryopteris filix-mas PMale-fern
Elytrigia repens PCommon Couch
Epilobium ciliatum PAmerican Willowherb
Epilobium hirsutum PGreat Willowherb
Epilobium parviflorum PHoary Willowherb
Erodium cicutarium PCommon Stork's-bill
Fagus sylvatica PBeech
Festuca filiformis PFine-leaved Sheep's-fescue

Sharing information about Hampshire’s wildlife
The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Partnership includes local 
authorities, government agencies, wildlife charities and species recording groups

Date Generated: 22/10/2019
 

 

HBIC



Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre

Present NotableTaxon Name Taxon Common Name
Festuca rubra PRed Fescue
Galium saxatile PHeath Bedstraw
Geranium dissectum PCut-leaved Crane's-bill
Geranium molle PDove's-foot Crane's-bill
Glyceria maxima PReed Sweet-grass
Gnaphalium uliginosum PMarsh Cudweed
Heracleum sphondylium PHogweed
Holcus mollis PCreeping Soft-grass*
Hydrocotyle vulgaris P YMarsh Pennywort#
Hypericum perforatum PPerforate St John's-wort
Hypochaeris radicata PCat's-ear
Ilex aquifolium PHolly*
Iris pseudacorus PYellow Iris
Juncus articulatus PJointed Rush
Juncus bufonius PToad Rush
Juncus effusus PSoft-rush
Juncus inflexus PHard Rush
Juncus squarrosus PHeath Rush
Lamium album PWhite Dead-nettle
Ligustrum vulgare PWild Privet
Linaria vulgaris PCommon Toadflax
Lonicera periclymenum PHoneysuckle
Luzula campestris PField Wood-rush
Lycopus europaeus PGypsywort
Malva moschata PMusk-mallow
Matricaria discoidea PPineappleweed
Mentha aquatica PWater Mint
Mentha arvensis x aquatica = M. x verticillata PWhorled Mint
Mercurialis annua PAnnual Mercury
Molinia caerulea PPurple Moor-grass#
Myosotis scorpioides PWater Forget-me-not
Nardus stricta P YMat-grass#
Ornithopus perpusillus PBird's-foot
Papaver rhoeas PCommon Poppy
Persicaria amphibia PAmphibious Bistort
Persicaria hydropiper PWater-pepper
Persicaria lapathifolia PPale Persicaria
Persicaria maculosa PRedshank
Phragmites australis PCommon Reed
Pinus sylvestris (P)Scots Pine
Plantago coronopus PBuck's-horn Plantain
Plantago lanceolata PRibwort Plantain
Plantago major PGreater Plantain
Poa annua PAnnual Meadow-grass
Poa bulbosa P YBulbous Meadow-grass
Poa humilis PSpreading Meadow-grass
Poa pratensis PSmooth Meadow-grass
Polygonum aviculare PKnotgrass
Potentilla erecta P YTormentil
Pteridium aquilinum PBracken
Pulicaria dysenterica PCommon Fleabane
Quercus robur PPedunculate Oak
Ranunculus flammula P YLesser Spearwort
Ranunculus repens PCreeping Buttercup
Rhododendron ponticum PRhododendron ponticum
Rorippa sylvestris PCreeping Yellow-cress
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Present NotableTaxon Name Taxon Common Name
Rubus fruticosus agg. PBramble
Rumex acetosella PSheep's Sorrel
Rumex conglomeratus PClustered Dock
Rumex obtusifolius PBroad-leaved Dock
Sagina procumbens PProcumbent Pearlwort
Salix alba PWhite Willow
Salix cinerea subsp. oleifolia PRusty Willow
Salix euxina x alba = S. x fragilis PHybrid Crack-willow
Sambucus nigra PElder
Scorzoneroides autumnalis PAutumn Hawkbit
Senecio jacobaea PCommon Ragwort
Senecio sylvaticus PHeath Groundsel
Senecio vulgaris PGroundsel
Silene dioica PRed Campion
Silene latifolia PWhite Campion
Sisymbrium officinale PHedge Mustard
Solanum dulcamara PBittersweet
Solanum nigrum PBlack Nightshade
Solidago canadensis PCanadian Goldenrod
Sorbus aucuparia PRowan
Sparganium erectum PBranched Bur-reed
Spergula arvensis P YCorn Spurrey
Spergularia rubra PSand Spurrey
Stellaria graminea PLesser Stitchwort
Stellaria media PCommon Chickweed
Succisa pratensis P YDevil's-bit Scabious#
Taraxacum officinale agg. PDandelion
Taxus baccata PYew
Trifolium dubium PLesser Trefoil
Trifolium glomeratum P YClustered Clover
Trifolium micranthum PSlender Trefoil
Trifolium ornithopodioides PBird's-foot Clover
Trifolium repens PWhite Clover
Trifolium striatum PKnotted Clover
Trifolium subterraneum PSubterranean Clover
Tripleurospermum inodorum PScentless Mayweed
Tussilago farfara PColt's-foot
Typha latifolia PBulrush
Ulex europaeus PGorse
Ulex minor PDwarf Gorse
Ulmus procera PEnglish Elm
Urtica dioica PCommon Nettle
Vaccinium myrtillus PBilberry*
Vicia sativa PCommon Vetch
Vulpia bromoides PSquirreltail Fescue

Species Summary

3No. of AWVP indicators :
4No. of acid/neutral grassland indicators :

139Total no. of species :
63No. of woodland species :

*
#
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Indicators Species :

Habitat Classifications :

Species Abundance:

Ancient Woodland Vascular Plants (AWVP) - species most strongly associated with ancient woodland and are typical
components of botanically rich ancient woodland communities
Acid/neutral grassland indicators - species which seldom occur outside of unimproved acid/neutral grasslands or are indicative
of a long period of uninterrupted grassland management
Chalk grassland indicators - species characteristic of unimproved chalk downland or have a strong affinity to calcareous soil

Priority: Habitats identified as the highest priority for conservation action in the UK
NVC: A system of classifying natural habitat communities according to species associations
Phase 1: A standardised system for surveying, classifying and mapping broad wildlife habitats including urban areas
Peterken: A stand type classification that describes woodlands by tree species

Frequency: D=dominant  A=abundant  F=frequent  O=occasional  R=rare  L=locally
Frequencies within brackets ( ) indicate non-native occurrences

Notes

#

~

*

Habitat and Species designations and statuses:

Habitat designations/categories and species legislation/statuses are correct at the time the report was generated
and may not necessarily reflect those applicable either at the time of survey or later than the generated date.
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The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Partnership includes local 
authorities, government agencies, wildlife charities and species recording groups
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PETERSFIEXD HEATH 

BOEANIC3VL REPORT AND MANAGEMENT REOOMMEMDATIONS 

Dr. Francis Rose, January 1993 

INTRCTOCnON 

P e t e r s f i e l d Heath, s i t u a t e d i n the south west corner o f the Weald, i s the most 
wes t e r l y of the f o r m e r l y extensive heaths of the Folkestone Sand beds. I n 
e a r l i e r times, t o judge from the F i r s t E d i t i o n 1 inch Ordnance Survey map, i t 
supported heathland v e g e t a t i o n s i m i l a r i n character t o the other Greensand 
commons, such as Iping/Stedham and Heyshott/Ambersham Corrroons i n West Sussex and 
the once vast Woolmer Forest i n Hanpshire. P e t e r s f i e l d Heath was about twice i t s 
present s i z e , a t the time o f the e a r l y maps, extending much f u r t h e r t o the east. 

Large areas of Heather (Calluna - Erica) heath once e x i s t e d , w i t h wet heath on 
the damper slopes and i n v a l l e y s w i t h a high w i n t e r water t a b l e . The grazing o f 
l i v e s t o c k , as on a l l heaths, was once r e g u l a r l y p r a c t i c e d and helped t o maintain 
the b i o l o g i c a l d i v e r s i t y and prevented the most agressive and invasive species, 
such as B i r c h and Bracken, from smothering e v r y t h i n g e l s e ( l a r g e l y by d u p l i c a t i n g 
the a c t i o n s o f the o r i g i n a l w i l d c a t t l e and other herbivores w i t h which our 
n a t i v e p l a n t s evolved). Grazing, and more r e c e n t l y t r a m p l i n g by people, was also 
important f o r m a i n t a i n i n g areas o f s h o r t , species r i c h a c i d grassland which occur 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the n o r t h e r n p a r t o f .the s i t e . 

Heath Pond i s a very o l d f e a t u r e and there used t o be a marshy v a l l e y running 
from i t t o the^east which contained a meandering stream. I n the p a r t s o f t h i s 
v a l l e y which were p e r i o d i c a l l y inundated, there once occurred one o f B r i t a i n ' s 
r a r e s t p l a n t s , Hairpshire Purslane, Ludwigia p e l u s t r i s . This species was f i r s t 
found here by the b o t a n i s t John Goodyer i n 1660, growing i n a d i t c h by the Pond. 
I t was s t i l l recorded as abundant i n 1848 b u t , a f t e r the deepening and 
s t r a i g h t e n i n g o f the stream i n t o a more or le s s s t r a i g h t d i t c h , the p l a n t 
disappeared. I t i s now only known from three s i t e s i n the New Forest, although 
i t has p o s s i b l y been introduced t o Epping Forest. 

Apart from the c r e a t i o n o f the- deep drainage d i t c h , the b o t a n i c a l i n t e r e s t of 
P e t e r s f i e l d Heath has also been g r e a t l y reduced by the i n t e n s i v e f e r t i l i s e r 
a p p l i c a t i o n and mowing associated w i t h the g o l f course, lack o f appro p r i a t e 
woodland management and, most r e c e n t l y , by the dumping o f n u t r i e n t r i c h s i l t 
dredged from the pond onto herb r i c h grassland. The s i t e r e t a i n s many valuable 
f e a t u r e s , however, and s t i l l supports 144 p l a n t species (not i n c l u d i n g mosses, 
lich e n s or f u n g i ) , although many have d e c l i n e d q u i t e markedly. 

This r e p o r t summarises the present v e g e t a t i o n o f P e t e r s f i e l d Heath, and i s based 
on the accompanying map prepared by the North East Hampshire Heathlands P r o j e c t . 
A number of recommendations f o r management are also made which, i f implemented 
through a management p l a n , would h e l p t o ensure t h a t the b o t a n i c a l value o f the 
Heath, and hence the w i l d l i f e i n t e r e s t , i s conserved and improved, v^ether the 
g o l f course moves or not. This w i l l a l s o increase the appearance and 
r e c r e a t i o n a l value of P e t e r s f i e l d Heath f o r l o c a l people and v i s i t o r s a l i k e . 
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BOEANICAL REPORT 

The main areas o f b o t a n i c a l i n t e r e s t have been d i v i d e d i n t o conpartments, many of 
which are f u r t h e r subdivided, i n d i c a t e d on the map. Most of the p l a y i n g areas of 
the g o l f course have been excluded because past management, e s p e c i a l l y f e r t i l i s e r 
a p p l i c a t i o n , has produced extensive swards o f monotonous, species poor, 
"improved" grassland. The a c t u a l boundaries between the improved grassland and 
the n u t r i e n t poor, n a t u r a l v e g e t a t i o n have become i n d i s t i n c t i n places due t o 
f e r t i l i s e r run o f f . Heathland r e s t o r a t i o n i s possible over much of the Heath, 
although the techniques required t o achieve t h i s w i l l vary w i t h the l e v e l o f 
n u t r i e n t s present and f u r t h e r planning w i l l r equire the r e s u l t s of the planned 
s o i l survey. 

Conpartment 1 

This cortpartment extends along the southwestern side of Heath Pond, adjacent t o 
Sussex Road. The s h o r e l i n e i s the most valuable f e a t u r e here,, w h i l e the woodland 
i s less i n t e r e s t i n g b o t a n i c a l l y . Many of the trees have been obviously p l a n t e d , 
as on much of the Heath, and Scots Pine, Beech, B i r c h , Sallow, Sycamore and Yew 
are present. H o l l y and Rhododendron occur i n places and the ground f l o r a i s 
e i t h e r improved grassland or i s dominated by Bracken and Bramble w i t h very l i t t l e 
d i v e r s i t y . 

Compartment l a - along the f r i n g e o f the lake i n t h i s area i s a ^narshy-^shore • w i t h 
fen and .reedswamp, species. I n the reedbeds and fen (r) the f o l l o w i n g species 
occur: 

Gypsy Wort 
Woody Nightshade 
Reedmace 
Common Reed 
Reed Sweet-grass 
Great Hairy Willow-herb 

Lycopus europeus 
Solanum dulcamara 
Typha l a t i f o l i a 
Phragmites a u s t r a l i s 
G l y c e r i a maxima 
Epilobium hirsutum 

On the more open sandy shore (s) p l a n t s o f i n t e r e s t include: 

Bur-marigold 
Creeping Yellowcress 
Amphibious B i s t o r t 

Bidens t r i p a r t i t a 
Nasturtium s y l v e s t r e 
P e r s i c a r i a amphibia 

plus other commoner annual p l a n t s o f wet, open ground. 

Compartment l b - more open sandy/stoney s h o r e l i n e occurs here. The f l o r a i s 
s i m i l a r to t h a t found i n Compartment l a (s) w i t h the a d d i t i o n o f Marsh Pennywort, 
Hydrocotyle v u l g a r i s , now a r a t h e r l o c a l p l a n t . 

Compartment I c - t a l l f e n v e g e t a t i o n , s i m i l a r t o l a ( r ) reappears here, w i t h 
Reedmace etc present again, w i t h the a d d i t i o n o f Fleabane, P u l i c a r i a d y s e n t e r i c a . 
On the open sandy shore, small rushes such as Juncus bulbosus and J ^ a r t i c u l a t u s 
are prominent. There are v a r i o u s escaped garden p l a n t s i n t h i s compartment, 
i n c l u d i n g along the Hawthorn hedge boundary. 
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Ccopartineiit 2 

With the exception o f the grassy bank below the boundary hedge, vrfiich has been 
enriched w i t h n u t r i e n t s {probably run o f f from Heath Road), t h i s compartment 
supports some very good areas o f unimproved, sandy ac i d grassland. Compartment 
2a has been much mo d i f i e d , by heavy r e c r e a t i o n a l use, and 2b has s u f f e r e d 
m a r g i n a l l y from the a c t i v i t i e s discussed f o r compartment 3. Nonetheless, t h i s 
compartment i s one of the r i c h e s t p a r t s o f P e t e r s f i e l d Heath f o r p l a n t d i v e r s i t y . 
This i s p r i m a r i l y due t o the low n u t r i e n t l e v e l s i n the s o i l and the trampling 
a c t i v i t i e s of humans, which have both helped t o prevent the establishment o f a 
dense, species poor-sward. Extremely heavy trampling has had adverse e f f e c t s ' i n 
one or two places but has been b e n e f i c i a l over most of the area f o r p l a n t s l i k e : 

Sheep's S o r r e l 
Common Bent 
Buckshorn P l a n t a i n 
various annual c l o v e r s 
Heath Spurrey 
5 ^ • 
Smooth Meadow-grass 
Hairy Sedge 

Rumex a c e t o s e l l a 
A g r o s t i s c a p i l l a r i s 
Plantago coronopus * 
T r i f o l i u m species 
Spergularia rubra * 
Aphaxes microcarpa 
Poa p r a t e n s i s 
Carex h i r t a 

and the mosses, Polytrichum juniperum and Ceratodon purpureous. 

* i n d i c a t e s l o c a l species, of i n t e r e s t f o r t h i s area. 

An extremely rare c lover f o r Hampshire, T r i f o l i u m glomeratum, f o r m e r l y occured i n 
Compartment 2 but has not been recorded since 1975. 

I n places along the edge of Heath Pond, below the playground area i n Compartment 
2a the sandy s h o r e l i n e i s ' s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n Compartment 1. This has been kept 
open, t o the b e n e f i t o f many p l a n t s , by the trampling a c t i o n s of humans and 
waterfow l . 

Conpartment 3 . 

The area west of the o l d tennis c o u r t s (now removed) was, b o t a n i c a l l y , f o r m e r l y 
the r i c h e s t p a r t o f P e t e r s f i e l d Heath. When the Pond was cleared o f s i l t , the 
r e s u l t i n g m a t e r i a l was dumped on the environs, i n c l u d i n g t h i s area. This 
m a t e r i a l has now been removed b u t , i n s t e a d of being allowed t o recover n a t u r a l l y , 
has been sown w i t h Rye-grass, which I consider was unnecessary. P r i o r t o t h i s 
there had been a very r i c h f l o r a , p a r t i c u l a r l y s p r i n g annuals, i n c l u d i n g several 
extremely rare species. As w e l l as the species l i s t e d f o r Compartment 2, the 
f o l l o w i n g p l a n t s also used to occur i n t h i s area: 

Bulbous Meadow-grass 
Mossy T i l l a e a 
E a r l y Hair-grass 
Fine-leaved Heath Fescue 
Common S t o r k s b i l l 
B i r d s f o o t 
p l u s the annual Clovers 

Poa bulbosa (only on few S. coast s i t e s ) 
Crassula t i l l a e a (New Forest & Woolmer .f^\^vJ' 
A i r a praecox only) 
Festuca f i l i f o r m i s ( t e n u i f o l i a ) 
Erodium c i c u t a r i u m 
Ornithopus p e r p u s i l l u s 
T r i f o l i u m o r n i t h o p o d i o i d e s , T. s t r i a t u m 
and T. subterraneum 
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I n one or two patches, along the edge and along the main path, narrow s t r i p s o f 
the former unirrproved sandy grassland s t i l l p e r s i s t . Here, Ornithopus 
p e r p u s i l l u s and T r i f o l i u m subterraneum have survived the s i l t dumping and sowing 
of Rye-grass but a i l the other species l i s t e d seem t o have disappeared from 
Compartment 3. 

Most, i f not a l l , o f these species would probably reappear from the seed bank, 
however, i f the Rye-grass was s t r i p p e d o f f or even i f the area was l i g h t l y 
r otovated or s c a r i f i e d i n e a r l y Spring. This could happen n a t u r a l l y , but s l o w l y , 
as the n u t r i e n t s are leached from the sandy s o i l . I n any event, i t would 
u l t i m a t e l y i n v o l v e considerable e f f o r t and expense, w i t h regular a p p l i c a t i o n s of 
f e r t i l i s e r , t o maintain a h e a l t h y sward of Rye-grass on such a poor s o i l which i s 
a l s o subjected t o regular t r a m p l i n g . The n a t u r a l t u r f i s much easier and cheaper 
to manage, more wear r e s i s t a n t and considerably more i n t e r e s t i n g b o t a n i c a l l y than 
Rye-grass anyway. 

COTpartment 4 

This i s a sandy k n o l l supporting B i r c h t r e e s w i t h some Rowan and Oak. Gorse, 
Ulex europeaus, and several other heathland/acid grassland species can be found 
here but Bracken i s beginning t o smother the ground f l o r a . This i s an a t t r a c t i v e 
f e a t u r e , which can be kept more or less as i t i s , although the bracken w i l l 
r e q u i r e c o n t r o l l i n g (see Compartment 9b). 

Conpartment 5 

There are again many areas o f i n t e r e s t i n g , species r i c h , unimproved grassland i n 
Compartment 5, p a r t i c u l a r l y on the slope j u s t below the k n o l l (Compartment 4 ) , 
where Fine-leaved Fescue, B i r d s f o o t and"Sheep's S o r r e l , among ot h e r s , can be 
found. I t i s important t o avoid the use o f any f e r t i l i s e r s i n t h i s , or any other 
unimproved area, t o maintain the n a t u r a l sward. Bracken c o n t r o l w i l l be needed 
adjacent t o Coirpartment 4 t o stop t h i s species spreading. 

The boundaries between Conpartment 5 and the improved p a r t s of the g o l f course 
are i n d i s t i n c t , w i t h l a t e r a l movements o f f e r t i l i s e r s confusing the p i c t u r e 
somewhat. The damage t o the n a t u r a l sward caused by f e r t i l i s e r s seems t o vary 
around the s i t e and the s o i l survey w i l l enable more d e t a i l e d recommendations on 
management, and the p o t e n t i a l f o r heathland r e s t o r a t i o n , t o be made. 

Coirpartment 6 

This area, w i t h i n the fence, was used as a "bund" f o r storage o f s i l t removal 
from the lake f o r several y e a r s i I t has been reputedly sown w i t h a " w i l d f l o w e r " 
seed m i x t u r e , but i t i s (6b) now covered w i t h a dense growth of wayside and 
arable weeds. The only a t t r a c t i v e p l a n t here now i s Musk Mallow (Malva moschata) 
which i s here and there. This area needs mowing each year (or more o f t e n , i f 
necessary) t o t r y t o r e s t o r e semi-natural grassland. I t should be noted t h a t a l l 
areas where s i l t was dumped w i l l have been enriched i n n u t r i e n t s . To r e s t o r e 
more n a t u r a l grassland, or heath, n u t r i e n t - s t r i p p i n g may be needed. T h i s w i l l 
happen n a t u r a l l y over time, s l o w l y , by leaching out o f the e x t r a n u t r i e n t s , but 
i t could be much speeded up by removal o f a) mowings, & b) s t r i p p i n g o f the 
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surface s o i l which i s enriched. 

At 6a and around 6c, s h o r t open t u r f remains, not enriched by e x t r a n u t r i e n t s . 
These areas s t i l l have a good f l o r a of sandy type: Storks B i l l Erodium 
c i c u t a r i u m . Birds f o o t Ornithopus, Sheep's S o r r e l Rumex a c e t o s e l l a , and several 
c l o v e r s T r i f o l i u m spp. They are best l e f t alone t o restore n a t u r a l l y . Opening 
them t o p u b l i c walking w i l l h e lp t h i s process. 6c areas are scrub. These could 
be l e f t f o r the b i r d s t o g i v e some cover. 

Coiipartment 7 

7a i s an area proposed f o r heath r e s t o r a t i o n . I t i s unsuitable f o r t h i s purpose 
at present, without s t r i p p i n g the present n u t r i e n t enriched p l a n t cover, which 
contains dense S o f t Grass Holcus m o l l i s . False Oat-grass, Arrhenatherum e l a t i u s , 
and Couch, Agropyron repens, e t c . Some o f the area has patches of the former 
grass-heath s t i l l present. The Gorse areas here should be l e f t t o spread. 

At 7b there i s more a c i d grassland w i t h the heathland r e l i c rush, Juncus 
squarrosus, on the bank, p l u s a c i d grassland species. This could e a s i l y be 
restored t o heathland. . 

The fairway between 6 - 7 and 5 - 8 i s improved grassland which could i n part6 
e v e n t u a l l y be restored t o more n a t u r a l grassland, or t o heath along i t s east edge 
a d j o i n i n g the r e l i c t heath area o f 8: i n 8 there i s s t i l l l o c a l l y abundant 
Calluna w i t h moor-grass M o l i n i a caerulea, and much Festuca t e n u i f o l i a - t h i s 
community would extend W i f n u t r i e n t l e v e l s f e l l . 

8a i s the l i n e of the d i t c h which i s the o u t l e t f o r the Heath Pond. This i s too 
deepened and str a i g h t e n e d a t present and should be made shallower w i t h some areas 
i n t o which water can spread and s i t d u r i n g the w i n t e r . This i s the area 
presumably where the Hampshire Purslare once grew. 'Ql^re^ are still__a„£ew 
intexesting__plants by ( D e v i l s b i t Scabious, Succisa pratensis) or i n the d i t c h 
(Fool's Watercress, Apium n o d i f l o r u m , Gipsy wort, Lycopus europaeus, Moor-grass 
M o l i n i a , and Marsh Pennywort Hydrocotyle v u l g a r i s - even a l i t t l e Bur-reed 
Spargonium erectum. The p o t e n t i a l here f o r r e s t o r a t i o n of a small, shallow but 
b o t a n i c a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g marsh i s considerable. 

Area 9 contains ( i n 9b) the best remaining area of heath l e f t on P e t e r s f i e l d 
Heath. Ling Galium i s s t i l l dominant over about one acre, together w i t h the 
f o l l o w i n g heathland associates:-

Heath Bedstraw 
Tormentil 
Common Beat 
Sheeps s o r r e l 
Moor-Grass 
Wild Golden Rod 
Dwarf Gorse 

Galium s a x a t i l e 
P o t e n t i l l a e r e c t a 
A g r o s t i s c a p i l l a r i s 
Rumex a c e t o s e l l a 
M o l i n i a caerulea 
Solidago v i r g a u r e a (rare here now] 
Ulex minor (only one cluirp l e f t ) 

This f i n e heathland r e l i c i s g e t t i n g badly overgrown w i t h Bracken. The Bracken 
should be sprayed out, and the surrounding B i r c h scrub removed and pushed back t o 
enlarge the area. 9a i s a l s o p o t e n t i a l heath w i t h some of the same p l a n t species 
present, but has been overmown as p a r t o f a g o l f f a i r w a y . Mowing should be 
stopped here and heathland be allowed t o form a closed community again. 

HBIC



10a i s the s t r i p of Bracken .(with Gorse) j p a r a l l e l t o Heath Road i n the N>E> 
Bracken c o n t r o l by spraying would inprove p u b l i c access f o r walkers who do not 
wish t o walk along Heath Road i t s e l f , w i t h i t s f a s t t r a f f i c . At 10b under b i r c h , 
there i s a good patch o f B i l b e r r y Vaccinium m y r t i l l u s . This would b e n e f i t from 
Bracken spraying. 

11 i s another s t r i p of i m i j i ^ o v e d grassland w i t h heather which should be extended 
on t o the present f a i r w a y t o i t s soutivi I f f e r t i l i s e r i s no longer applied on t o 
the fairways a f t e r the Golf Course leaves the common, then unimproved grassland 
(and heath) w i l l spread on t o them. 

12 i s the extensive area o f North-eastern woodland w i t h opgaJ3ak ( a l l much the 
same_age_and presumably o r i g i n a l l y p l a n t e d l a t e l a s t century) B i r c h , Bramble and 
Bracken. This i s an a t t r a c t i v e f e a t u r e but i n i t s present s t a t e o f d e n s i t y , 
w i t h much Bramble and Bracken, poses a hazard t o the p u b l i c from molesters, 
muggers e t c , and would be b e t t e r opened o u t t o some e x t e n t . 

The numerous t u m u l i on t h i s east p a r t o f the. common need t o be mentioned here. 
Most of jjiem^r.e tree-covered; the t r e e s look as i f they may have been p l a n t e d . 
S t r i c t l y speaking, trees should not be planted on archaeological evidence,and 
they should r e a l l y be c a r e f u l l y removed. T h i s , however, i s a complex matter, 
and c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the Ancient Monuments people w i l l be necessary. 

13 i s a small area of enriched_qrassland in_Ui.e._NE. corner o f the common; t h i s i s 
b a s i c a l l y an entrance area, best l e f t alone a t present, 

14 conprises several compartments adjacent toJ,npx?v;Sdj[aixwa^ and the drainage 
d i t c h . 14a i s rough but c l e a r l y n u t r i e n t enriched grassland w i t h Bracken, Common 
Bent, A g r o s t i s c a p i l l a r i s , P e r f o r a t e St, John's Wort Hypericum perforatum, e t c , 
of no i n t e r e s t a t present. 14b and 14c are s i m i l a r . The water t a b l e i s f a i r l y 
high from i t s p o s i t i o n and t h i s l o w - l y i n g area, i f s t r i p p e d of i t s n u t r i e n t r i c h 
surface layer and l i t t e r , could develop i n t o wet-heath of some i n t e r e s t i f the 
area south o f i t reverted t o heath. 

15 i s an i n t e r e s t i n g s i t e w i t h a d i s h barrow, w i t h much Calluna and M o l i n i a . At 
present i t i s c l o s e l y mown, but could i f l e f t uncut, form the nucleus of a f u t u r e 
heathland area which could be extended on t o the adjacent fairway. At 16 there 
i s another (very small) heath patch. 

17 comprises areas of Oak-Birch woodland s i m i l a r i n s t r u c t u r e and o r i g i n t o 12. 
I t i s probably best t o leave most'of "this'except f o r c l e a r i n g the t u m u l i . See 18 
a t beginning. 

Summary 

P e t e r s f i e l d Heath has much changed over time due t o a) drainage ( i n c l u d i n g 
deepening o f the Pond run of d i t c h ; b) c r e a t i o n of a r t i f i c i a l improved and 
f e r t i l i s e d swards on the f a i r w a y s and greens o f the g o l f course; c) development 
of woodland, probably planted i n p a r t , i n 12 and 17; d) the bunds created f o r 
the s i l t removed from the pond, now removed. 

A r t i f i c i a l f e r t i l i s e r a p p l i c a t i o n has not o n l y r e s u l t e d i n monotonous species -
poor swards on the f a i r w a y s , but l a t e r a l r u n - o f f has a f f e c t e d other areas o f 
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former a c i d s p e c i e s - r i c h grassland and heath, the l a t t e r community being now very 
reduced i n e x t e n t and threatened by b i r c h invasion and by Brambles and Bracken. 

I t would be i m p r a c t i c a b l e t o t r y t o convert a l l of the eastern p a r t back t o 
heath, but a much more a t t r a c t i v e and i n t e r e s t i n g mosaic o f heath, a c i d 
grassland, small wetland areas ( i n 8 & 14) could be recreated where i n d i c a t e d , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i f f e r t i l i s e r a p p l i c a t i o n s and intense mowing cease; the f e r t i l i s e r 
w i l l leach out on these sandy s o i l s i f no more i s a p p l i e d . The sandy t u r f i n 2b 
i n p a r t i c u l a r was bery species r i c h u n t i l c. 1980-81 and measures o u t l i n e d would 
help t o recreate t h i s . I f e e l t h a t the woodland blocks a t present are a s o c i a l 
hazard and there i s a case f o r reducing them and t h i n n i n g them out. 

P e t e r s f i e l d Heath could become a much more i n t e r e s t i n g and a t t r a c t i v e place and 
much r i c h e r i n w i l d l i f e , i f a t l e a s t some of these (not very complex) 
recommendations were c a r r i e d o u t . 
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