PETERSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
GROUNDS ADVISORY GROUP MINUTES
MEETING HELD 13t July at 6.30pm via Teams

PRESENT: CliIr Mrs L Farrow (Chairman)
Cllr ] Matthews
Cllr Ms L Bevan
ClIr D Petche
Cllr T Figgins

Also present: ClIr JC Crissey, ClIr P Shaw, Cllr C Paige, ClIr S Dewey,
Cllr J Lees, Mr N Hitch (Town Clerk), Mr D Cole (Grounds Manager),
Mr M Dypevag (Deputy Grounds Manager), Richard Walsh (Head
Bailiff) and Mrs G Booty (Minute taker). There were 8 members of the
public and no press present.

Members were advised that the meeting would be recorded, and the
recording retained until the minutes of the meeting had been approved.

There were no objections.

1. Chairman’s comments

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the first grounds meeting since the
election in May. Unfortunately the previous meeting had to be cancelled due
to being inquorate. In future, if a meeting has to be cancelled it can be
rescheduled to the following month. The bailiff's report was received soon
before the meeting which has been distributed (see document A). The Chairman
highlighted the outstanding work carried out by volunteer bailiff Frank Belger
who did an incredible job clearing up following travellers at Sussex Road car
park. Personal thanks were given to Frank.

2 Apologies for Absence

No apologies for absence were received.

3. Granting of Dispensation under section 33 of the Localism Act (2011)

There were no requests for dispensation.

4, Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were made.

5. Approval of minutes

A Councillor suggested outstanding actions from previous meetings may be
picked up to be added to future meetings.

Resolved under the Scheme of Delegation approved on 6t May 2021:
That the minutes of the Advisory Group meeting held on 16t March 2023
were approved
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10.

Public representation

A member of the public spoke regarding the previous minutes. It was the third
year anniversary of the pesticide policy not the first year. In the minutes of
March 2021 it was written that the policy would be reviewed in 2 years time. It
had been asked how much glyphosate had been in the past year which hasn’t
been confirmed. Could all contractors and sub-contractors be asked to not use
glyphosate and informed of the pesticide policy? A suggestion was made that
signs go up to show parks are pesticide free. Pesticides are only used in
extreme circumstances.

Cllr ] Matthews joined the meeting at 18:46

A second member of the public spoke who is a tree warden of 20 years and
attends classes at The Avenue Pavilion. Unfortunately with the hot weather in
June she has seen 5 out of the 6 newly planted trees die. She wanted to make a
suggestion to plant lots more trees close together to form a copse. The young
trees establish quicker, natural thinning will take place and trees will protect
each other creating a micro climate and requiring less watering. The member
of the public had attended the ‘Is Petersfield prepared for the next Heatwave?’
seminar where suggestions were made for the elderly and young children to
gather under shady trees. Water butts at The Avenue Pavilion would help
volunteers be able to water the trees.

Decisions made under delegated authority

Members received and noted the report listing the decisions made since the last
meeting under the Scheme of Delegation approved by Full Council on 16t
March 2023 (see document B).

Noted that the Grounds Team have dealt with 3 lots of travellers. The Big Dig
will start on 14th July with the main dig taking place on 16t July at The Avenue
Pavilion.

Appointment of a Deputy Chairman for Grounds Committee

ClIr Mrs L Farrow proposed, ClIr ] Matthews seconded that Clir D Petche be
appointed as Deputy Chairman for Grounds Committee.

Resolved under the Scheme of Delegation approved on 6™ May 2021: that Cllr D
Petche be appointed as Deputy Chairman for Grounds Committee.

Grounds Report

A few dates would be useful for when actions have taken place or will be taking
place (see document B2).

Wildflower meadow and wildfire risk

Melanie Oxley gave a background to the report (see document C). Melanie is
concerned there has been a change in direction of allowing wildflower meadow
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11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

areas to grow. A presentation was given. The report aims to explain that
wildflower and long grass areas don’t increase the risk of wildfire.

The Bell Hill roundabout is an example of the Town Council wanting to plant
wildflowers. The roundabout is in its second year of bloom.

PTC own 10 open space areas and need to ensure open spaces are safe for all
without too much long grass. Members would like to be able to have some
areas planted with wildflowers balanced with the requirements for open
spaces. Melanie would like to work with the grounds team, Friends of
Petersfield Heath and other volunteers to produce a site by site wildflower plan
produced in consultation with residents.

Resolved under the Scheme of Delegation approved on 6t May 2021:
A task and finish group to be set up to establish broad management plans
for individual open spaces. To be added to the next agenda.

Infrastructure Delivery Plan

(see document D)

Resolved under the Scheme of Delegation approved on 6t May 2021:
To bring back to the next Grounds committee meeting.

Heath toilets refurbishment

A suggestion was made to include the water fountain request/ design alongside
the Heath toilets refurbishment. The committee needs to agree that they want
to refurbish the Heath toilets before starting the process of contacting an
architect (see document E). Funding may be available to help install a Changing
Places cubicle.

Resolved under the Scheme of Delegation approved on 6t May 2021:
To engage a local architect to draw up plans for the refurbishment/re-
building of the Heath toilets.

Water fountain request
Members agreed this is a good suggestion (see document F). It was suggested
taps may also be investigated to look at the best option.

Resolved under the Scheme of Delegation approved on 6t May 2021:
To look at the best options for a water fountain or tap and bring to the next
Grounds committee meeting.

Grounds Users meeting notes
Received and noted (see document G).

Bell Hill play area refurbishment

The report was gladly received (see document H). Contractor A has an enclosed
area which is best to discourage to avoid creating unwanted meeting areas.
Contractor C has a longer guarantee on the hardwood timber equipment.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

Recommended to Finance and General Purposes and Full Council under the
Scheme of Delegation approved on 6 May 2021:

That Contractor C be appointed to include the tunnel and usual fencing
contractor to install fencing at a cost of £31,959 for the play area, £3095 for the
tunnel and £7216 for the play area fencing.

Memorial benches

The Heath is a very popular site for memorial benches and it is starting to
appear quite full. It was suggested there is a halt on memorial benches being
installed on the Heath until a plan is agreed on future installations.

Two memorial benches are in the pipeline to be installed; one in memory of the
late Queen Elizabeth II and another in celebration of the Coronation of King
Charles III

Resolved under the Scheme of Delegation approved on 6t May 2021:
To halt memorial benches being installed on the Heath until a plan is
established.

Safety Barriers at Paddock Way recreation ground and Love Lane playing
fields

The report was received (see document I). It is necessary to install barriers as a
result of travellers. Contractor B is able to carry out the work sooner. The
barriers will be able to be unlocked allowing visiting coaches to enter the car
park.

Recommended to Finance and General Purposes and Full Council under the
Scheme of Delegation approved on 6th May 2021:
To appoint Contractor B at £9411 to carry out the work as soon as possible.

Allotment procedures

A procedures comparison report was received (see document ]). Many of the
allotments are very overgrown. A member suggested the Council have been
too lenient. Two allotments were handed over last October weed free and one
is still yet to be let out. The plots were handed over weed free but became
overgrown within a few months. Previously plots were rotavated before being
handed over but it appears this doesn’t always happen now. A second hand
rotovator has been purchased and has already been used on plots. A suggestion
was made prospective tenants should also be given less time to decide if they
want to take a plot. A member of the Allotment Association would be keen to
attend. This has happened in the past.

Cllr Petche will review the allotment documentation issued to new allotment
tenants.

To receive and consider staff or confidential matters
No confidential matters.

The meeting finished at 20:33p.m.
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Bailiff Report July 2023

Over the past 12 months since taking up my position as head volunteer fishing bailiff I've
built up a new team of 8 volunteers who now help me patrol the pond 7 days a week, during
this time working parties have also taken place along with water quality testing.

These working parties have involved removing rubbish and snags from above and below the
waterline, along with the cutting back of overhanging branches and bushes and therefore
maintaining the fishing swims around the pond, cuttings from the willows have also been
planted on the two islands near the sluice gate with reintroduction of lilies still planned for
this year.

Water quality testing has also been carried out with the following results being recorded and
showing that water remains healthy, other tests have been carried out, but report not
updated due to me forgetting, however | can confirm that the results of these other tests
have shown the same readings.
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Water levels during June — July have started to drop off due to the recent hot spell of
weather, however water levels currently remain higher compared to this time last year due
to close monitoring throughout the year and working alongside the grounds team to
maintain water levels.

The condition of the fish within the pond remains excellent with all anglers stating just how
well they look and what amazing condition they are in

Submitted By: Richard Welch
Date: 12" July 2023



Bailiff Report July 2023

A record of fish and bird deaths is also being maintained, with all dead fish — birds being
removed from the pond and disposed of and the removal of these dead fish and birds has
also helped to maintain the quality of water along with providing a better environment.

} A B C D E F G
i8N Fish Month Year Qty Approx Weight Comments
pA Common Carp October 2022 1 6lb Unknown
El Mirror November 2022 1 2lb Cormorant
.38 Common Carp November 2022 1 5lb Unknown
Sl Common Carp December 2022 1 2ib Cormorant
3 Common Carp December 2022 1 2ib Unknown
JAR Common Carp January 2023 1 1lb Cormorant
-3 Common Carp Febuarary 2023 1 2lb Cormorant
B Common Carp March 2023 1 4oz Unknown

Common Carp April 2023 1 6oz Unknown
Common Carp June 2023 1 6lb Unknown
Common Carp July 2023 1 8oz Unknown

Sadly, back during November five swans were found dead over the course of 2 weeks, with
the RSPCA being informed and advice was provided in reference to bird flu.

Bird Month Year Qty Comments
Winter Swan November 2022 5 Believe to be swan on swan related but can't rule out bird flu
Seagull November 2022 1 Unknown

Egyptian Goose November 2022 2 Unknown
Canada Goose September 2022 1 Line from new islands
Canada Goose November 2022 1 Unknown

Swan February 2023 1 Believe to be swan on swan related but can't rule out bird flu
Canada Goose Februa 2023 1 Unknown
Cote |June .I 2023 1 Unknown
Egyptina Goose June 2023 1 Unknown
Seagull June 2023 3 Unknown

Swan Support were also called in to help rescue a male swan who had become entangled in
fishing line, swan was captured and returned safely to pond after line was removed.

Submitted By: Richard Welch
Date: 12t July 2023



Bailiff Report July 2023

Over the past twelve months myself and other bailiff members have attended online training
courses hosted by the Angling Trust and Environmental Agency, during these courses we
have raised the concern of yellow sliders (terrapins) being with in the pond, with the EA
confirming that due to low numbers there isn’t any major issues but have advised that
numbers are monitors over the coming years, currently we have 6 yellow sliders within the
pond after being introduction back in 1991 — 92, being released as unwanted pets. Having
these sliders within the pond is also currently helping to maintain the quality of the water as
they will eat any dead rotten fish \ birds that we don’t spot.

Members of the public have raised concerns and blamed theses yellow sliders for taking
baby ducks etc, however small young birds will also be taken by herons and other natural
predators.

The new ticketing system went live on July 1% and now offers both season ticket and non-
season ticket holders the options to fish both days and nights at an affordable cost
encouraging new anglers to attend the pond along with their families, the number of anglers
per day or night is limited to 16 with all anglers required to book in before attending via
fishingticket.com

Interests amongst the angling committee remains high with the ponds un-official Facebook
Page now having over eight hundred members.

facebook

~ g‘ petersﬁeld Heath Lake Fﬁishing

+ Invite

Heath Pond as also now been re-registered with CEFAS under the name of Petersfield Heath
Pond\Lake, Cert No: EW012-F-589R. This registration allows us to apply for an EA permit to
restock and remove fish numbers as and when required, a fish health check will be required
before removing any fish from the pond. Sparsholt Collage have also been contacted and
asked if they would like to use Heath Pond as a training location for their fishery
management course, this in turn could see them providing us with a fish survey and a better
understanding of fish numbers within the pond and therefore helping to manage biomass
and possible future blue\green algae blooms.

Submitted By: Richard Welch
Date: 12t July 2023



Bailiff Report July 2023

Over the past 12 months, and small number of anglers have been asked to leave the pond
after being caught fishing without the required permits being purchased, and a small
number of poaching lines have been removed from below the water, these poaching
attempts have been reported to our local PSCO Caitlin Cawte who keeps in touch with me
via email and checks in from time to time.

Later this year | will be attending a training course carried out the Volunteer Bailiff Service in
conjunction with the EA, becoming a member of the VBS will provide me with direct access
to report such issues online, which in turn gets shared between all the local authorities and
enforcement agencies.

To finish off my report | would like to thank one of our volunteer bailiffs Frank Belger who is
seen most days going round the pond checking anglers are booked on, whilst also cleaning
up any rubbish as he goes, but this week has seen Frank going above and beyond his bailiff
duties after a recent visit by travellers saw Heath Ponds main car park being left in a right
mess.

Before:

Submitted By: Richard Welch
Date: 12" July 2023



Bailiff Report July 2023

After:

Submitted By: Richard Welch
Date: 12t July 2023



TOWN

PETERSFIELD

—— COUNCIL

Grounds Advisory Group

Scheme of Delegation Decision

Background

Members will be aware that under the Scheme of Delegation approved by Council at its Annual
Meeting on 19™ May 2022 all decisions made between Advisory Group meetings require
reporting to the next available meeting on the grounds of openness and transparency. To this
end the following decisions have been made since the last Advisory Group meeting in
November 2022.

e A Tenancy at Will agreement has been completed on the Grounds Depot following the
expiration of the original lease. Discussions are hoped to be commenced on the possibility
of purchasing a section of the compound where the Depot is based to enable the Council to
construct a more permanent building.

e The Chairman and I met members of Liss Archaeology recently to discuss what they will
be undertaking by way of excavations as part of The Petersfield Big Dig from 14™ to 31%
July. The group will be carrying out minor investigations by way of test pits or mini
trenches on The Avenue playing fields and possibly The Spain Greensward. They will be
engaging with residents to explain what they are doing along with any findings they may
discover. As part of their work, we have asked them if possible to undertake a geophysical
survey of Goodyer Meadows to assist in our plans to create a Management Plan for the site.
It has been agreed that 2 car parking spaces will be reserved for the archaeology group for
the duration of this period. In addition to these digs, the group are undertaking a number
of test digs in various residents back gardens. Any discoveries as a result of this dig would
become the property of the Town Council.

e Following the Travellers incursion during June, a quote for £800 has been approved for
MIS Fencing to replace the mesh fence broken down by one of the groups of travellers.
This is a company we know well and who regularly win competitive quotation work.

e MJS Fencing has also quoted £1.960 to repair and reinstall the metal bowtop fencing
surrounding the toddler section of the play area at Bell Hill recreation ground to make it
more secure and cure the wobble currently there.

e The two ride-on mowers that we own are both currently awaiting repair at Winchester
Garden Machinery and it is anticipated that it will be a number of weeks before they are
returned. This leaves us very short on grass cutting equipment at the height of the growing
season. The Grounds Manager has explored hiring equipment and been given a cost of
£2,500 per month for this purpose which seemed very expensive. He then explore the cost



of an additional ride-on mower and found a new Husqvarna mower at Sam Turner & Sons
for a cost of £3,699 that can be delivered within the next 10 days. This will give us
additional flexibility in the event of future mower breakdowns at almost the cost of renting
a machine for a month in the height of the season which seemed a sensible and practical
way to proceed.

Neil Hitch
Town Clerk
16th March 2023



Grounds Report March-July 2023

This report seeks to inform councillors of matters of interest affecting any of the public open space
land which we own or manage. Members are reminded that its contents are not available for
debate, but questions can always be asked and we will seek to answer them, however it should be
borne in mind that if they involve the need for investigation or would be complex or lengihy,
answers will need to be given outside of the meeting. If councillors consider that any matter on the
report is in need of debate, the subject can be added to a future meeting’s agenda for this purpose.

Tree and vegetation clearing programme underway on all sites.

The Heath
e Scheduled maintenance.
e General litter picking
¢ Emptying of bins every day

Love Lane Playing Fields
e General litter picking and general grounds maintenance
Leaf clearance on carpark and around buildings.
Grass cutting
Skate bowl fence repair
Hight restriction barrier to be installed
Bins emptied every day

Penns Farm Playing Fields
e General litter picking
e Qrass cutting
e Kbnee high fence repair
e Bins emptied every day

Bell Hill Recreation Ground
e Scheduled maintenance and grass cutting.
e Dead Elm trees alongside of Beckham Lane to be removed by
grounds team in the autumn.

e Play area to be renewed in due course

e Bins emptied every day

Paddock Way
e Grass cutting
e Hight restriction barrier to be installed
¢ Bins to be emptied every day

Woods Meadow
e Scheduled maintenance.
¢ Bins to be emptied every day
e QGrass cutting

Ramshill
e Bins to be emptied every day
¢ Scheduled maintenance.



e Qrass cutting
e Tree works to be carried out as recommended by tree report.

Borough Rd
e Scheduled maintenance.
e Bins to be emptied every day
¢ Qrass cutting
e Tree planting to be completed by the end of the month

High Meadow
¢ Scheduled maintenance.
e Qrass cutting
e Hand weed clearance on gravel path
¢ Bins to be emptied every day
Avenue
e Scheduled maintenance.
e Planting of trees from funding source
e Qrass cutting
e Bins emptied every day
Goodyer Meadow
e Geology survey awaited

ASB
Love lane playing fields was occupied by caravans.
Sussex road carpark was occupied by caravans.

Mark Dypevag

Deputy Grounds Manager
July 2023



The compatibility of wildflower meadow areas and wildfire risk in
Petersfield parish

Andy J Moffat and Melanie Oxley

April 2023

Introduction

In the 2020s, it is more apparent than ever that Britain needs to retain, protect and increase
its wildflower meadows. Kew Gardens suggests that our country has lost 97% of wildflower
meadows since the 1930s? and that wildflowers are “crucial for pollinators, plants and
people”. As a consequence there are several active national programmes which encourage
communities to replace lost wildflower areas and/or to create new ones (e.g. GrowWild?,
Plantlife? and Wildlife Trusts?). To celebrate the coronation of His Majesty King Charles IlI,
English Heritage will be enhancing and creating one hundred meadows at its castles, abbeys,
prehistoric stone circles and palaces, including many in urban areas®.

In towns like Alton and Petersfield, there has been strong support for actions of this kind.
Alton has already been active in purposefully creating new meadow areas (Figure 1). The
Petersfield Society’s Valuable Verges Open Forum in May 2021 attracted a large number of
delegates and excitement amongst the community. Since then, both the Petersfield Society
and PeCAN have encouraged the town to do more to create wildflower areas. In its Climate
Action Plan®, Petersfield Town Council responded by stating its intention “to create &
restore habitats encouraging biodiversity on the green spaces” it owns and manages on
behalf of the community. Such proposals solidify the policies for biodiversity enhancement
contained in Petersfield’s Neighbourhood Plan (2015)’.

1 https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/meadows-matter

2 https://growwild.kew.org/

3 https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk

4 https://www.wildiifetrusts.org/actions/how-grow-wild-patch-or-mini-meadow

S https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/about-us/search-news/100-meadows/

¢ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sLiem1cxw85ppwoKbbRR7yFkiz2hdfYU/view?usp=sharing

7 https://www.petersfield-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/20160101-PNP-Main-Plan-Final.pdf
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Figure 1. Wildflower meadow area created in Alton, 2021 (copyright The Sun).

In June, July and August 2022, many parts of Britain suffered from a prolonged period of dry
weather?, including several ‘heatwaves’. 2022 was the hottest year on record in the UK. At
a national level, risk of wildfire to certain types of vegetation was increased, and fires broke
out at several locations in the country, for example locally at Bisley Ranges in Surrey® and
Yateley Common in Hampshire'®. Fortunately, no wildfires were recorded in Petersfield
parish in 2022, but a decision was made to intervene and cut back grass verges at some
locations, such as Ramshill Estate where they had been left unmown during May in
accordance with the national ‘No Mow May’ campaign!!. Subsequently, the Head of
Grounds Committee asserted at Grounds Committee meetings and at the Town Meeting on
8t March 2023 that she has concerns about the establishment of new wildflower areas
because of the risk of ignition and wildfire spread. As a result, proposals to establish small
areas of wildflower meadow at two greenspace sites put forward in November 2022 by the
Petersfield Society for consideration by Grounds Committee have been rejected.

This paper seeks to find an evidenced-based resolution to the predicament that the decision
above poses — if taken forward across the parish without modification, it runs in
contravention to the Climate Action Plan and Neighbourhood Plan and would restrict the
community’s desire to support wildlife. However, it is recognised that the risk of wildfire is

8 https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/weather/learn-about/uk-past-
events/summaries/uk_monthly climate summary annual 2022.pdf

9 https://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/live-updates-fire-crews-tackle-24398724

10 https://www.hampshirelive.news/news/hampshire-news/new-figures-show-hampshire-record-7980614
11 hitps://www.plantlife.org.uk/nomowmay




greater now as a result of climate change and that this risk needs to be factored into
grounds management procedures for the town’s greenspaces.

The risk of wildflower meadow ignition

The two wildflower meadow areas proposed for Petersfield referred to above were
considered as substitutes for existing areas of grassland, and to be composed of a range of
wildflower species. The Wildlife Trusts suggest that there are two main methods for
establishing such meadows (a) let existing grass grow long (don’t mow until July or August)
and wait for wildflower seed to arrive by natural colonisation, and then germinate and
establish. Alternatively, (b) it is possible to remove the grass turf by digging it up and then
seed the site with appropriate meadow species!?. Already established meadow turf may
also be used, but it is a comparatively expensive method.

When considering wildfire risk, the combustibility of the type of vegetation cover should be
considered compared to the alternatives that might already be present. If possible, ‘fire
resistant’ vegetation types should be chosen in place of any that are known to be
particularly flammable. Useful information on the relative combustibility of different forms
of vegetation comes from a recent study on wildfire occurrence in nearby area on the
borders of Hampshire, Surrey and Berkshire®. Here nearly 1000 actual wildfire records
collected over a four year period by the Fire & Rescue Service were classified according to
land-use (Table 1). Table 1 shows the ‘Risk of Ignition’ according to a five category system,
from Very Low (score 1) to Very High (score 5). It shows that based on real data, some
forms of vegetation such as heather grassland are comparatively flammable, whilst others
such as grass and ‘other vegetation’ carry a very low risk. Taken as a whole, the Table
suggests that wildflower meadow creation using both the methods described above is
comparatively safe. However, it might be advisable to make a summer cut in newly
establishing meadow areas, with the arisings being carried away from the site. The accepted
practice of “cut & collect” in the management of such areas reduces the potential of dry
arisings to become fuel for wildfires.

There is a lot of guidance from America that can help in the choice of fire-resistant species
for new wildflower meadows**. Further American guidance can also help in the design of
wildflower areas®®. This suggests that near dwellings, fire resistance is aided by:

e designing plantings to be more widely spaced and lower growing than those further
away;

e planting in small, irregular clusters or islands separated by breaks;

e incorporating a diversity of plant types and species in the landscape;

e using mulches to conserve moisture and reduce weed growth.

12 https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-grow-wild-patch-or-mini-meadow

B https://doi.org/10.5281/zenod0.6949092

14 https://www.firefree.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Fire-Resistant-Plants.pdf;
https://naes.agnt.unr.edu/PMS/Pubs/2017-3448.pdf

15 https://extension.colostate.edu/docs/pubs/natres/06303.pdf
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Table 1. Comparison of relative Risk of Ignition scores for land cover types using method based on
Fire and Rescue Service data for all vegetation fires for financial years 2009/10 to 2012/13.
Score 1 = Very Low, Score 5 = Very High

. Broadleaved

. Coniferous
. Felled

. Ground prepared for new planting

. Mixed — predominantly Broadleaved

. Mixed — predominantly Conifer

. Young trees

. Low density

. Assumed woodland
10. Shrub land

11. Grass

12. Agricultural land
13. Other vegetation

WIR(IN|O (VA IWIN|=

14. Bare ground/rock
15. Urban/building
16. Quarry

17. Powerline

18. Open water

19. Forest road or track
20. Heather
21. Heather grassland

BN = N NW NS IWI N (R R= AN W W

(from McMorrow et al., 2021)

American advice on ‘fire resistant landscaping’ is to purposely establish areas of wildflower
meadows in areas of housing, but leaving a meadow-free zone of five feet (1.5 metres)
around properties!®. Other authoritative American advice for semi-arid areas in Utah states:
“Furthermore, wildflower meadows could serve as an important buffer against wildfires at
the urban-wildland interface”?’. This implies that the authorities there don’t regard
wildflower meadow as a risk, but instead see it as a way to prevent wildfire spread.

16

https://cnga.org/resources/Documents/Resources/Landscaping%20with%20Nature/Kiers%20and%20Colvin_S

ummer_2019.pdf
17 https://www.actahort.org/books/1345/1345 26.htm
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Conclusions

American research and experience in managing wildflower meadows in regions prone to
wildfire suggest that this can be done without undue risk provided that wildflower areas are
managed with regard to fire hazard, i.e. arisings are removed from site. Following these
principles, establishment of wildflower meadow is seen as providing a low risk of ignition
and this is borne out by British data from the Home Counties. Indeed, Surrey Heath
Borough Council, with considerable heathland vegetation cover close to the study area
referred to above, makes it clear to residents that it doesn’t regard areas of wildflowers and
long grasses as creating a fire hazard, if proper guidance is followed®®.

We recommend that Petersfield Town Council continues to follow the policy on biodiversity
enhancement by establishing new wildflower meadows as appropriate, following the
ambitions set out in its Climate Action Plan, and best practice as laid out in the publications
and guidance referred to in this report. It should suspend any policies to the contrary as a
matter of urgency so as to allow more meadows to develop in 2023. Opportunities should
be taken to gain grants for wildflower establishment and management, for example the
South Downs National Park Trust ‘Bee Lines’ project 1°. In addition, in 2023 Petersfield could
seek to emulate the English Heritage project by deliberately creating wildflower areas in
commemoration of the coronation of King Charles IlI.

Based on recent local experience of wildfires and the research results summarised in Table
1, reducing fire risk will be of most importance on the small remaining heathland areas on
Petersfield Heath. Preventative measures should be taken to reduce wildfire risk, including
clear advice to the public, especially if further heatwaves are forecast.

18 https://www.surreyheath.gov.uk/residents/sport-leisure-parks/parks-playgrounds/wildflower-areas-and-
long-grass-regimes/frequently
19 https://www.southdownstrust.org.uk/beelines/
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Report authors

Andy Moffat is a geographer, soil scientist and forester. He began his research career with
the Forestry Commission studying the interaction of trees in urban and peri-urban
environments. He has led research projects on a variety of subjects relevant to
arboricultural policy and practice, including trees and wildfire, air pollution, climate change,
trees, drought and moisture abstraction, species suitability and social aspects. Andy has
published widely, and is the author of nearly 90 peer reviewed papers, 40 Government
publications, nearly 60 books, book chapters and published conference proceedings, nearly
90 web-based, out-reach, trade and other publications and 40 contract reports.

in 2013, Andy set up his own consultancy company, specialising in trees and the built
environment. He is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Association and of the British Society
of Sail Science, and is a Member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters (ICF), the England &
Wales Wildfire Forum and a past member of the EU Expert Group on Forest Fires. He enjoys
Chartered Consultancy status from the ICF.

Melanie Oxley is an ecologist, botanist and lifelong environmental campaigner who has
worked for a number of not-for-profit organisations, delivering campaigns including Planta
Europa and The Peat Inquiry for Plantlife. She most recently worked for The Ecology
Consultancy in London on ecology and species protection in the built environment.

Now retired, she devotes her knowledge and experience to local groups including the
Petersfield Society (PfS), Petersfield Physic Garden and Merritts Meadow Nature Reserve.
Her work as a PeCAN Trustee focuses on the biodiversity crisis and new approaches to green
infrastructure, through planning and management interventions. Melanie spear-headed
PeCAN’s Verges Campaign and is part of the Tree Location initiative for PfS, which will
complement PeCAN's fruit tree planting.
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Heath Toilets — Discussion Paper

1. Introduction & Background

As part of the ongoing redevelopment of our halls and buildings, the heath toilets have been due for
refurbishment for several years with a view to modernising them. Two main options exist as follows:

¢ Knocking the building down and rebuilding
¢ Gutting out the interior and redistributing the space

We currently have counters on site to view the frequency and volume of use, and this will provide us
with essential data to assist with determining how many toilet cubicles may be required.

The latest data that has been extracted from these counters is as follows:

Petersfield Heath - Toilets

14,000
12,000
10,000

8,000

6,000
4,000

2,000

Jul-21  Aug-21  Sep-21  Oct-21 Nov-21 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22

s Male e Female

2. Proposal

The Heath toilets are long overdue a refurbishment, and consideration has been given to what kind of
facilities we may wish to consider having in the re-build

We would consider that the following should (or could) be part of the newly built toilets:

1

April 2023 Stephen Field — Projects and Office Manager
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Self-cleaning ‘gender neutral’ cubicle provision that are programmable to provide automatic
locking and unlocking, but still allowing a person inside to exit. Consideration needs to be
given to how we would deal with a person wishing to remain in the toilets after locking time
Timing of internal lights being on or off. Alternatively lights could be on a sensor system
Wash basin with sensor taps in each cubicle

Disabled changing place provision (for children and adults)

Carbon neutral strategy and plan as part of our response to the Climate Action Plan

Solar panels and storage batteries for the provision of light, hot water and hand dryers
Automated closing time set on a timer so that doors lock and lights turn off

Adequate storage space for stock of toilet consumables

Storage for the grounds team for hand tools and other equipment regular used on the Heath

If the structure of the existing building is remaining, then the external walls and roof will require a full
inspection

3.

Landscaping

The area around the toilets is in need of some landscaping, and the following should be considered

4.

Planting around the front and sides of the building to blend the brick building into the landscape
of the heath

Replacing steps with a slope that runs from the top to the east towards the Plump Duck to
provide access to both able and disabled

Introduce ‘grasscrete’ or similar on the areas that have been warn down to sand, to encourage
growth of grass

Consider better use of area between the toilets and Plump Duck, possibly making it an extended
area for seating where the public can enjoy the scenery or some refreshments

Contract Finder and Planning

Once members have agreed a final specification, this will be placed on Contract Finder for contractors
to submit their proposals and drawings under the tendering process.

A small team of members and officers will meet to score the tenders based on an agreed criteria which
will also be included in the specification, and a contractor will be recommended from this meeting.

A planning application will be sought on the basis of what has been submitted by the chosen contractor
when final drawings and ideas have been approved by the Grounds Committee.

2

April 2023 Stephen Field — Projects and Office Manager



Steve Field

Subject: Water Fountain

Message: Hi,

I visit the heath most days and have done since | moved to petersfield seven years ago. | run around it two or three
times a week and | also take my toddler there for walks. The heath is always full of people jogging and walking but there
is no access to a water fountain or a tap! | would like to ask if there is any chance of that being installed so that there is
somewhere to fill up bottles or have a drink!

Many thanks,

(name provided)



¥

=

TOWN— N

" PETERSFIELD )

——COUNCIL

Notes from Grounds Users Meeting

Held at 5.00pm on Thursday 12% January 2023 via Zoom teleconferencing facility
(The start of meeting was delayed until 525pm)

Present: Mr D Cole (Grounds Manager)
Mr'M Dypevag (Deputy Grounds Manager)
Mrs S Fisher (Committees Administrator)
3 “User” Representatives:
1927 Petersfield Squadron Air Cadets
Hampshire Monday Group
Plump Duck

Due to technical difficulties with Zoom, the meeting did not start until 5.25pm and the
Chairman of Grounds was unable to join.

Hampshire Monday Group

The Chairman of the group explained that they were happy to help the Grounds team but that
they did not want to overcommit. He advised that they are currently booking days into March
so he stressed that the Grounds Manager should book in some days soon, if required.

Air Cadets- Bell Hill

They did not have any issues other than that the track next to the old gate by the children’s
play area gets flooded when it rains.

Plump Duck

They would like to see better communication from the Grounds team when works are
scheduled to take place (e.g. to the play area) so that they are aware and also so that they can
pass information on to the public. Better signage of closures at the Heath would also be
welcomed.

The ladies” toilets need attention, 2 doors don’t shut, and one is out of order and the hand
dryer needs repairing. The Grounds Manager explained that the doors had been repaired and
anew hand dryer will be fitted next week.



There were problems last summer with boats, especially inflatables, on the pond which did
not have a licence. Who is responsible for enforcing the rules about boating as it should not
be the responsibility of the Plump Duck/boating concession. The Grounds Manager
explained that the Grounds team did try to check and deal with any issues when they are at
the Heath but they cannot maintain a permanent presence. This issue would be raised
nternally.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 5.35 pm.
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Bell Hill Play Area Refurbishment

Background

The play area at Bell Hill recreation ground last had a major refurbishment in 2010. Since then
it has become far more popular than it had been previously and is now in need of some more
refurbishment due to the condition of some of the equipment and the safety surfacing that in
many areas has worn out.

In addition to the proposed equipment refurbishment, it is proposed to remove the play tunnel
as this has become a magnet over the years for antisocial behaviour of various types. The
tunnel is no longer sold, so the proposal is to replace it with a slide attachment that will benefit
much younger children and provide a better balance to the equipment available on the site.

The Grounds Manager, as well as seeking these quotations for the play equipment has asked
the contractors to quote for the installation of galvanised bow top fencing around the entire
play area site. The existing wooden fencing and hedging is no longer providing the secure
barrier necessary so this alternative is also being considered.

Contractor A
This company has not been used by the Council before but is well known within the industry.

The quote is as follows:

e Pinnacle ridge play tower including ramp, challenging bridge, climbing wall, ridge
beam, rope ladder, pole and slide

e (Crag walk — consists of stepping logs and upright 116mm x 116 mm posts

e Swing logs — 116mm x 116mm timber frame supporting 4 logs suspended with
reinforced rope
Twist log — features a rotating beam and 16mm wire reinforced rope
Vine ropes — 116mm timber frame with 16mm wire hanging ropes and one foot rope

e All equipment to have stainless steel feet plus rubber bonded mulch surfacing

The quote supplied is £22,035.50



All types of play equipment have the intended age range specified for the age of children that
it is intended for.

There is a 1 year warranty on installation, 2 year warranty for all ropes and nets, 5 year warranty
on safety surfacing, 10 year warranty on all timber products and 15 year warranty on steel feet.

The quotation does not include a toddler swing which is a disadvantage.
Contractor B

This company has been used by the Council previously and has been in the play equipment
sector for very many years with a good reputation. Their work has always been fully
satisfactory.

The quote is as follows:
e High pedestal slide following removal of existing
e Baroc eco-tumble with wetpour safety surfacing

The quote supplied is £17,487.33

There is a 1 year warranty on all installation, 2 year warranty on eco-tumble surfacing, 10 year
guarantee on corrosion of painted galvanised parts and a 15 year guarantee on structural failure
of slides.

They have also indicated that following the Covid-19 pandemic and the current Ukraine/Russia
conflict there are difficulties in obtaining raw materials which may delay delivery timescales.
Any impacts would be advised at the time of order.

Contractor C

This contractor is also well known in the sector and has done some work for us previously to a
fully satisfactory standard.

The quote is as follows:

Supply and install new toddler swing with safety surfacing
Supply and install new junior climbing unit onto an existing area of safety surfacing.
Includes play towers, climbing traverse net and ramp plus steel pole

e Remove the existing slide and replace with junior adventure trail items, repairing the
existing area of safety surfacing. Includes log roll, log crossing, drop rope traverse and
stepper logs

e Supply and fit new seats to the overhead rotator

The quote supplied is £31,959.00

There is a 5 year warranty on the safety surfacing and a 20 year guarantee on hardwood timber
equipment.



Tunnel Replacement

Quotation received to remove the tunnel and replace it with a mini-slide with associated
handrails, grips and bars

Cost £3,095
Play Area Fencing

Our regular fencing contractor has been asked to quote to install metal bow top fencing around
the exterior of the play area. This amounts to 55m of 1.2m high galvanised bow top steel
railings including a 1.2m wide pedestrian gate with a self closer.

The current fencing is a mixture of wooden picket fencing and hedgerows. When this was
done it was intended that by the time the wooden fencing needed replacement the hedge would
have becomes sufficiently robust to prevent people getting through it. This hasn’t worked quite
as intended unfortunately. It is now planned to place the metal fencing around the extremity
of the hedgerow to provide a double barrier from people penetrating the fencing.

The Grounds Manager has asked all the above contractors to also quote for this work but as yet
no further prices have been received.

The quote supplied is £7,216
Financial Considerations

The requirements of the Council’s Financial Standing Orders have been fully met 3 quotations
having been provided for the play area refurbishment. Whilst only one quote has been received
so far for the fencing, the contractor is our regular for this type of work and he has won work
from us through competitive quoting procurement in the past.

There are funds totalling £76,259 in Capital Earmarked Reserves for the replacement of play
equipment and it is proposed that the cost of this work be taken from this sum, leaving a
resultant balance of just under £44,000 if the recommendations of this report are approved.

Under the Scheme of Delegation approved by the Council at the Annual Meeting, authority to
commit to this work cannot be delegated to the Town Clerk because the use of Capital
Earmarked Reserves is proposed. The Advisory Group will need to recommend to Council,
via Finance& General Purposes Advisory Group to approve the expenditure.

No investigations have been made into the financial standing of any of the contractors in view
of the relatively modest cost of the proposed works.

Environmental Considerations

The South Downs National Park Authority is keen for as much timber play equipment to be
installed across the Park on sustainability grounds. It does though often not last as long as steel
equipment which is a factor to consider. The bulk of the equipment quoted for is timber on
this occasion especially as the location of the equipment is in a more rural aspect of the town.
The exception to this is the fencing, but as can be seen through the existing wooden fencing



having not lasted that long, there is a value for money case to be made by using metal fencing
in this instance as well as making the site more secure for the children and families that use it,
which must be considered a priority.

Recommendation

Having considered and reviewed all the quotations received for this work, it is considered that
for the variety and scope of the proposed equipment to be provided, as well as the financial
value on offer, it is:

Recommended as follows:

1. That Contractor A be appointed to refurbish the Bell Hill play area at a cost of
£22,035.50;

2. That the proposal to replace the tunnel with a mini-slide at a cost of £3,095 be
accepted;

3. That the quotation to provide bow top galvanised fencing around the extremity of
the play area at a maximum cost of £7,216 be approved with delegated authority
being granted to the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Advisory Group
Chairman to consider and potentially accept a less expensive quote for the work
if one should be received, depending on the perceived quality of the less expensive
proposal.

Neil Hitch
Town Clerk
5th July 2023
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Safety Barriers

Background

Following a number of incidents where Travellers have accessed the Council’s grounds, open
spaces and recreation areas over the last few years, the previous Council, as part of its budget
setting process last autumn decided to allocate some funds towards improving the security of
our public open spaces.

Necessarily, this means that the Council cannot act to protect all of its public spaces at once
because of the cost, so priority has been given to the two sites that have been most adversely
affected in the town — namely Paddock Way recreation ground and Love Lane playing fields.

The need for this work has become even more evident after the two recent Traveller visitations
to Love Lane playing fields last month.

The Grounds Manager has obtained two quotations for the provision of height restriction
barriers for the car park and/or recreation ground entrance which are summarised for your
consideration. It also includes protection at Paddock Way to prevent vehicular access getting
around the current gated entrance.

Members will be aware that under the Scheme of Delegation, expenditure up to £10,000 can
be approved but with these quotes being at the very top end of this spectrum, plus the fact that
the expenditure is from the Capital Earmarked Reserves the proposals have been brought to the
Advisory Group.

Contractor A

This company has been used by the Council before with fully satisfactory results.

The quote is as follows:

‘to supply and fit height restriction barriers at Love Lane, Petersfield plus to supply and fit
height restriction barriers at Paddock Way, Petersfield including additional fencing either

side, allowing pedestrian access on the left’

The quote supplied is £10,874.52



The quote does not indicate the height of the barriers however, it is understood to be of standard
height and of metal construction.

Contractor B

This company has been used by the Council previously. Their work has always been fully
satisfactory.

The quote is as follows:

‘Paddock Way recreation ground and Love Lane playing fields. Supply customised
fabrication of 2 overhead barrier gates; 1 at 4.3m x 1.9m; 1 at 1.74m x 1.9m. Heat treated
and galvanised. Hardened extra plates to clasps. Posts concreted into ground using 0.5 of a
cube to each post. 3m fence of security mesh weld and security post and fixings to stop vehicle
access. Hit and miss barriers installed to allow pedestrian walk through.’

The quote supplied is £9,411
Financial Considerations

The sum allocated in the budget for this security work is £14,000 and is currently held in Capital
Earmarked Reserves.

The requirements of the Council’s Financial Standing Orders have not been fully met because
it has not been possible to obtain a 3™ quotation in the time available. The pressing need for
this work to be done urgently in order to protect the Council’s property can be considered by
members as a suitable reason for not fully following Financial Regulations in this instance.

Under the Scheme of Delegation approved by the Council at the Annual Meeting, authority to
commit to this work cannot be delegated to the Town Clerk because the use of Capital
Earmarked Reserves is proposed. The Advisory Group will need to recommend to Council,
via Finance& General Purposes Advisory Group to approve the expenditure.

No investigations have been made into the financial standing of any of the contractors in view
of the relatively modest cost of the proposed works.

Environmental Considerations

Any work of this type does not fit naturally into an environmentally friendly place. However,
in considering the potential damage done to public property and the clean up work that is often
required as a result of a Travellers encampment, it can be viewed as a defensive measure to
save potentially worse environmental issues should a further encampment arrive.

Recommendation
The price from both contractors is competitive with little to choose between them. Itis believed

that Contractor B, whilst being the cheaper quote is also able to undertake the work more
promptly and potentially within the next few weeks, so it is:



Recommended that Contractor B be chosen to supply and install the overhead car park
barriers at a cost of £9,411.

Neil Hitch
Town Clerk
30" June 2023
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